
 

 

  

 
KINGS HILL GOLF CLUB - SENIORS SECTION 

 
Minutes of Annual General Meeting held on 30 October 2014. 
 
Committee present:  Brian Elson, Ken Copleston, John Barry, Brian Tucker,  
Graham Bentham, Brian Duffy, John Moss and ex-officio members John Tester & David Lake 
 
Apologies:  Keith Turnbull, John Thornewell and about 20 others verbally to the Captain. 
 
A total of 45 members attended the meeting.  
 
The meeting was opened by the Captain Ken Copleston at 7:10pm 
 
 
1)  Previous minutes – the minutes of the Annual General Meeting held on 30 October 2013 were circulated 
to members at the meeting and had previously been made available to all members via the website and the 
Seniors book in the changing room. A proposal to accept the minutes was made by John Tester, seconded by 
Brian Rayner and passed unanimously. 
   
2)   Matters arising – There were no matters arising. 
 
3)   The Revision to the Constitution of the Seniors Section. 
 
The Captain outlined the proposed changes to the constitution which had been undertaken by John Tester and 
by John Thornewell for the Club. 
The Constitution had been reworded to clarify and broaden some parameters, including discipline for 
offenders. The Captain stated that in the area of disciplines he would consider action and if necessary take the 
issues to the Committee. .Brian Rayner sought further clarification regarding exclusions. These would be 
deferred to the Club management as being beyond the remit of the Seniors section. 
A major change is in the make up of the Committee as with increased numbers playing (often over 45) the 
Committee was going to be restructured so that we had sufficient volunteers. Thus 6 ordinary members would 
be on the Committee and a new Secretary would be needed. These changes were put to a vote and were 
proposed by Ian Cogger and seconded by Doug Jeffs. The changes were passed unanimously. 
New Committee members were proposed and voted on and the new Committee was agreed to be 
 
J Barry Treasurer 
J Moss Ordinary member 
B Tucker Ordinary member 
Joe Cornwell Secretary 
Larry David Ordinary member (Competitions) 
Doug Jeffs Ordinary member (Competitions) 
 
3)   Treasurer’s Report –John Barry produced a detailed Annual Summary as at 30 September 2014 which 
had been audited and summarized by Norman Coppock and Colin Lee. John reported that there were 90 paid 
up members of the Section and the average turnout on Thursdays was around 45, but on that day had been 
53.  
In Summary the Current account stands at £6116.65 commitments on Charity donations £1509and  invoices 
yet to be received gave a figure of around £3900 at the year-end however £1700 is needed for matches and 
Tour advance payments. 
The Treasurers report was proposed by Mike Gibson and seconded by John Bates. 
Norman Coppock gave a special thank you to John Barry for his work and assistance with the Audit. 
   
4)   Captain’s Report –  The retiring Captain Ken Copleston commenced his report by thanking all those at 
the Club and in the Seniors section  who had contributed to his enjoyable year as Seniors Captain. 
Ken reported that there had been a few issues, but that he had enjoyed his year as Captain . He reminded 
everyone that the Captain has to make decisions from an overall viewpoint and at times that had not suited 
all. He was pleased that the stonger numbers in Competitions was occurring. He particularly thanked the Club, 
Duncan, Karen, and Glen for their support and Mel as well. He noted the big improvement in the Pro shop and 
thanked Ben for his help. 
He remarked that 16 visiting clubs had enjoyed our course and he praised Barry and the ground staff on the 
course presentation. 
He thanked Brian Duffy for his work on the friendly matches and the tour and David Lake for his work on the 
Vets league team . He also thanked DPJ and John Barry and John Bates for all their hard work and 
contributions to the Section.  
He finished by reiterating his thanks to all the members for their support in his year as Captain. 
 
6)   Presentation of Prizes – Ken Copleston and Graham Bentham then congratulated and presented the 
prizes to the winners and other recipients. 
 
 



 

 

7)   New Captain’s Report  
 
The New Captain, Graham Bentham took his position and was presented with the green jacket by Ken 
Copleston and he then proceeded outline his priorities for the next year. He said he was delighted to become 
Captain and although the Section needs to constantly evolve he does not intend to unnecessarily change 
things on the basis that “if it isn’t broke don’t fix it”! 
 
During the next 12 months his “10 point plan” would hopefully cover; 
 
1.  Say a lot of “thank you”s.  First of all a great thank you to Ken Copleston and his successful year as 
Captain.Graham  presented Ken with a gift. He then noted that Steve Harris has left the Committee after 
many years as Secretary due to his relocation and also Keith Fisher due to his work on the Kings Hill action 
group. John Barry had decided that this would be his last year as Treasurer so thanked John for his 
outstanding work and said the Section was looking for new Treasurer for 2015/6 and on. He had asked Brian 
Tucker to assist John in any handover to the new Treasurer when that occurs. 
He thanked John Bates for his 11 years producing our excellent and successful Website and asked if anyone 
would like to consider taking over this role at soon as practicable. 
2.  Work closely with a great team. He outlined his thinking on Committee roles especially the idea that the 
members would work together as teams on various activities. He welcomed the new members onto the 
Committee and then thanked Brian Elson for agreeing to organize the Regional Challenge, noting how popular 
this event was each year and thanked John Tester for his contribution after retiring from the Committee 
especially the revision to the Constitution. 
3.  Acknowledge past contributions. Without our previous Captains along Committee and other stalwart 
volunteers the Seniors wouldn’t be what they are today. He was hoping to instigate a new event for past 
Captains in 2015. 
4 Encourage the Section to continue evolving. Welcoming new members, publicsing key events (summary 
provided), reviewing the points system and prize money for the Grand Prix to reflect our increased numbers 
and more events will be announced for the free Thursdays in the calendar. 
5. Work closely with the KH management. He thanked Glen for the creation of the Senior Captains allowance 
and is in discussion with Ben about a menu of affordable order items and prizes as well. Also thanked Barry 
for improvements to the course with recent compliments from East Sussex National who visited in preparation 
for a new 2015 Seniors friendly fixture and Mel on the catering front. 
6. Encourage greater involvement. Seeking new volunteers to play in Friendlies and the Regional Challenge 
and also announced that we plan to allow the more infirm members to maintain their handicaps over 9 hole 
card returns in 2015. 
7. Try to be available to chat to everyone! Will endeavour to play with as many as possible. 
8. Try to enjoy the golf!  Complaints and suggestions preferably not just before playing a round and will be 
available in the bar afterwards or via email. 
9. Try to encourage the lost of art of playing through. Nothing worse than being stuck behind a group that 
loses 2-3 holes so wants to encourage more playing through especially on par 3’s and when looking for lost 
balls to allow faster groups behind to enjoy their golf. 
10. Raise some money for charity. The Captain announced that OASIS would be his chosen charity for the 
year and in particular a football training project helping homeless and trafficked boys in Mumbai. He 
requested members to complete a Gift Aid form so that donations would be increased via reclaiming tax. 
 
Lastly he asked members to vote on reducing subs to £10 for the section. This was unanimously agreed. 
 
8)   Any Other Business –  
 

i. Jim Davies pointed out the difficulties in the on line booking system and Ben on behalf of the Club agreed 
to discuss this and look into possible changes 

ii. Mike Gibson brought up the issue of better information about pin positions. A lively discussion followed and 
it was agreed that Graham would continue the discussion with the Club. 

iii. Norman Coppock asked whether Seniors or Club ties would be available  - John Moss already has an action 
on this and Alex Parietti offered to help as he’s already investigating a new club tie. 

iv. David Aldwinkle commented that Committee meetings minutes were not on the web page. John Bates 
explained that this was due to the new year site creation and that they would reappear. 

v. Alex Parietti, The Club Captain explained that competitions in the winter would be off Yellow tees and that 
the white tees would be consistently be placed further back. 
 
 
The Captain closed the meeting and offered everyone a glass of Wine in exchange for a completed Gift Aid 
form. 
 
 The meeting closed at 8:30pm 
 
Minutes taken by Brian Tucker 


