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Kings Hill Golf Club 
                         Men’s Section 

KINGS HILL GOLF CLUB – MEN’S SECTION 

Competition Policy (Updated March 2017) 
 

This list of policies for competitions is organised as follows:     

1  Introduction 

2  Divisions 

3  Rules of Golf 

4  Eligibility 

5  Correct handicap 

6  Booking and payment of entry fees 

7  Cancellations and reserve list 

8  Safety on the course 

9  Suspension of play / inclement weather 

10 Local rules at Kings Hill 

11 Determination of Winner of Competition 

12  Competition Entry Fees and Prize Allocation 

 

 

1   Introduction 

The Men’s Committee runs the following types of competitions (“Club Competitions”) on 

behalf of the Men’s Section: 

 

 Stroke Play events, which are normally “Qualifying” events for handicap purposes: 

o Regular competitions, mostly at weekends, Stablefords and Medals, but also 

once per month mid-week 

o Occasional major “Board” events during the year, eg the Club 

Championship, at weekends 

 

 Match Play Knock-out events, normally in the Summer months, for Scratch and 

Handicap Singles and Handicap Pairs, which are also “Board” events 

 

 Occasional “team” events, such as the Turkey Trot, Beat the Pro’s, Falmouth Trophy, 

Captain’s Drive-in, which are typically teams of four playing Texas Scramble or best two 

from four, the precise rules being established on the day 

 

2  Divisions 

 

For regular week-end Stroke Play competitions, players are normally divided into 3 divisions, 

currently: 

Div. 1: Up to 10 handicap 

Div. 2: 11- 16 handicap, and 

Div. 3: 17-28 handicap 

 This is for the purpose of allocating prize money widely across the membership. The “pot” of 

money on offer depends on the number of players from the respective division, so the 
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current borders will be reviewed from time to time in order to keep the numbers of players 

in each division roughly equal. See also below, section on Prize Money. 

 

3  Rules of Golf 

 

All Qualifying competitions will be played strictly in accordance with the R&A Rules of Golf; 

local rules are as described here and/or shown on all score cards.  The Committee will not be 

responsible for players who are disqualified from a competition due to negligence regarding 

their responsibilities and obligations laid down by the R&A. As such, any disputes must be 

referred to the Committee for a decision and not the Club Management.  Any changes made 

by CONGU to system of handicapping will be implemented with immediate effect or as 

directed by the Committee. 

 

Any reports of a breach of the rules by a fellow competitor, if not dealt with at the time, 

must be reported in writing for the attention of the Competition Secretary, whose decision 

will be final (eg no action, penalty strokes, or disqualification). If the Competition Secretary 

(or in his absence the Assistant Competition Secretary) feel that the breach of the rules is of a 

more serious nature, he may refer the matter to the Committee according to the KHGC Men’s 

Disciplinary &Behaviour Code, September 2016. Players are also subject to the Section’s 

behaviour code during all competitions. 

 

4  Eligibility 

 

Kings Hill Golf Club competitions are open to current playing members provided 

they have a valid CONGU handicap on the day of the competition and that they meet 

the required qualifying conditions for that particular competition. 

 

In all Stroke Play events, members of the club who do not have a handicap may be permitted 

to play in order to submit a card for handicap provided they do not cause any delay to the 

competition and have already achieved a reasonable pre-handicap standard and understand 

that they are not part of the competition. Competitors submitting a card for the purpose 

of handicap should clearly mark the card with “Playing for Handicap” in order to 

distinguish them from the competitors playing in the competition. 

 

To be eligible to win the following ‘Board’ competitions, or win any prize money in them, 

players must have played in at least 3 qualifying competitions, at Kings Hill Golf Club during 

the twelve months prior to the date that the competition is played (and have a “competition” 

handicap) or in the case of Knock Out competitions, on the closing date of entry:  

 Winter Pairs Knockout, Men’s Summer Singles Knockout (Murphy’s), Summer Pairs 

Knockout (Hogan),  

 Club Championship (to be eligible to win a handicap prize; for the main scratch 

competition there is no restriction), Captains Cup, Kings Hill Masters, Richard Moore, 

Argyle Trophy and Anderson Autumn Bowl. In all these cases, the entrance fee is 

waived, except for the Club Championship and for the Richard Moore (where all fees 

are given to charity) 
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5  Correct Handicap 

 

Handicaps are regularly updated by the Competition and Handicap Secretaries as 

appropriate and communicated to members (eg via HowDidIDo and via the notice boards). 

However, it is the responsibility of players to know their handicap before commencing a 

round. Therefore, after submitting a general play card (using the course par as the CSS), or 

after playing a competition at another club, a player should assume that any resulting 

change in handicap has been enacted, even if he has not yet received formal notification. 

Writing too high a handicap on a card submitted after a competition will result in 

disqualification. 

 

6  Booking, and payment of entry fees  

 

The Committee request that each player records their name and the date clearly both in the 

Competition Book in the Pro Shop when paying the entry fee, and afterwards on their 

submitted scorecard. 

 

In regular weekend Stroke Play events (non- Board), if competitors are unable to play within 

the ‘reserved’ section of the competition, they may make their own arrangements to play in 

the competition at a different time on the same day, provided that at least one other player 

in their group has also entered the competition or they are accompanied by a marker who 

shall be a Member of KHGC with an official CONGU handicap. 

 

Competition entry fees will be collected at the Pro Shop on the day of the competition, 

where applicable, and must be paid in full before the competitor begins their round. Failure 

to sign in and make payment will lead to the competitor being disqualified.  

 

Exceptions to this are the Knock Out competitions, where payment is due at the time of 

entering the competition: no player will be entered into that competition draw if their 

payment has not been received prior to the competition being drawn. 

 

No competitor is entitled to a refund of their entry fee if they have commenced their round 

of golf (except in the circumstances specified in section 8 below, Suspension of play)  or in 

the case of Knock Out competitions, once the draw has taken place.  

 

A player may be assisted by a caddie but he is limited to only one caddie at any one time. 

 

The Competition will be closed following the receipt of all the scorecards and the result 

published and handicaps administered as early as is practicable. 

 

7  Cancellations, and Reserve list 

 

All competition cancellations must be received by the pro shop staff (or via BRS online 

booking system) no later than 6pm the night before the day of the competition. Any player 

who fails to notify of their intended absence from competitions may receive a ban from 

playing in the next similar competition. Members who receive a ban will be notified by the 

Committee. A sympathetic view will be taken when reporting absences late due to serious or 
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exceptional circumstances. Rights as members of the Club to play later in the day, outside 

the competition, are not affected. 

 

Cancellations from a competition must not be due to bad weather on the morning of a 

competition and any cancellations without sufficient reason on the morning of the 

competition will be treated the same as a player who has failed to attend.   Exception to this 

is when the bad weather has closed the course and the player’s tee time was prior to the 

course eventually opening and the competition commencing.  

 

Reserves will be entered into a competition whenever a place becomes available, and will be 

contacted and offered a start time by the pro shop staff in strict order of their position on 

the reserves list (and in accordance with their Membership Category). This does not apply to 

Knock Out competitions. 

 

8 Safety on the Course  

Once a competition has started, it is a player’s individual responsibility to decide if the 

playing conditions are safe to continue play, and therefore whether to return to the 

clubhouse.  Please refer to the Club’s Health and Safety policy, displayed in the clubhouse. 

 

9  Suspension of play / inclement weather 

 

It is the responsibility of the Committee running the competition to decide in advance 

whether a competition should be cancelled or postponed (in the case of a Trophy 

Competition) prior to the first group commencing play or during play because of inclement 

or deteriorating weather and/or playing conditions.  The committee may deem the 

conditions on the course warrant the competition going ahead, but may be changed to a 

non-qualifier for handicaps, for example in situations where the green is unable to receive 

the ball or flooding in bunkers has occurred. 

 

If players decide to complete all 18 holes and records an exceptional score but the 

competition is abandoned, the player may submit his card for handicap reduction 

consideration under the rules of General Play. 

 

At any time during a competition, if the Committee or Club Management decide that the 

course is unfit for play, they will temporarily halt the competition. Players will be signalled to 

stop play by the sounding of a klaxon around the course, and at that time all competitors 

must mark the position of their ball and leave the course immediately. If the Committee in 

consultation with the Club Management determines that it has become sufficiently safe or 

the course has sufficiently recovered for play to continue, players will be asked to resume as 

soon as possible, from where their ball had been marked. If a competition has to be 

temporarily halted for a sizeable duration, the Committee may postpone the competition 

until a later date. If competitors cannot play on the revised date of the Competition, for 

whatever reason, entry fees will be refunded.  

 

Reminder: at Kings Hill, players are entitled to spend 10 minutes in the Club House in 

weekend competitions after playing 9 holes and before commencing the 10th hole; following 
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groups may only move to the 10th and “play through” with the permission of the group in 

front. 

 

10   Local Rules at Kings Hill 

 

 Use of Measuring Devices 

For all play at this course a player may obtain distance information by use of a distance-

measuring device.  If a player uses a distance-measuring device to gauge or measure other 

conditions that might affect his play (e.g. elevation changes, wind speed, etc.), the player is in 

breach of Rule 14-3. 

 

 Ball on putting green moved by accident 

Rules 18-2, 18-3 and 20-1 are modified as follows: 

When a player’s ball lies on the putting green, there is no penalty if the ball or ball-marker is 

accidentally moved by the player, his partner, his opponent, or any of their caddies or 

equipment. 

The moved ball or ball-marker must be replaced as provided in Rules 18-2, 18-3 and 20-1. 

This Local Rule applies only when the player’s ball or ball-marker lies on the putting green 

and any movement is accidental.  

Note: If it is determined that a player’s ball on the putting green was moved as a result of 

wind, water or some other natural cause such as the effects of gravity, the ball must be 

played as it lies from its new location. A ball-marker moved in such circumstances is 

replaced. 

 

 Winter rules and preferred lies (not common at KHGC) 

The Competition Secretary or his Assistant may decide in advance of a competition that a 

Local Rule on Preferred Lies will operate, in which case: 

 A ball lying on any closely-mown area through the green may be lifted, without penalty, and 

cleaned. Before lifting the ball, the player must mark its position. Having lifted the ball, he must 

place it on a spot within six inches of and not nearer the hole than where it originally lay, that is 

not in a hazard and not on a putting green.  

 A player may place his ball only once, and it is in play when it has been placed (Rule 20-4). If the 

ball fails to come to rest on the spot on which it is placed, Rule 20-3d applies. If the ball when 

placed comes to rest on the spot on which it is placed and it subsequently moves, there is no 

penalty and the ball must be played as it lies, unless the provisions of any other Rule apply.  

 If the player fails to mark the position of the ball before lifting it or moves the ball in any other 

manner, such as rolling it with a club, he incurs a penalty of one stroke.  

Note: “Closely-mown area” means any area of the course, including paths through the rough, 

cut to fairway height or less: If the ball is not on the fairway you must play it as it lies.  

 

 Embedded balls 

Rule 25-2 provides relief at any time, without penalty, for a ball embedded in its own pitch-

mark in any closely-mown area through the green (i.e on the fairway or on a path through the 

rough, the ball may be lifted, cleaned and dropped as near as possible to the spot where it 

lay).  

http://www.randa.org/Rules-of-Golf/MainRules/18-Ball-at-Rest-Moved/SubRules/2-By-Player-Partner-Caddie-or-Equipment
http://www.randa.org/Rules-of-Golf/MainRules/18-Ball-at-Rest-Moved/SubRules/3-By-Opponent-Caddie-or-Equipment-in-Match-Play
http://www.randa.org/Rules-of-Golf/MainRules/20-Lifting-Dropping-and-Placing-Playing-from-Wrong-Place/SubRules/1-Lifting-and-Marking


Kings Hill Golf Club – Men’s Competition Policy: March 2017 
 

 

 Page | 6  

At Kings Hill, in the event, and only in the event, that Preferred Lies operate, Rule 25-2is 

extended to apply to a ball embedded at any time anywhere through the green: i.e. a  ball in 

the rough may be lifted, cleaned and dropped as near as possible to the spot where it lay. 

 

 KHGC interpretation of R & A Rule 6.6(b) 

Competitors must return their score cards within 30 minutes of the completion of their 

round. 

 

All competitors (with the exception of those returning a card for the purposes of a handicap) 

should enter their scores into the PSI (Player Score Input) terminal located in the main bar of 

the Clubhouse, before posting their card into the box. This will greatly assist the Competition 

Secretary in closing the competition results. 

 Taking relief – a reminder 

The right to relief without penalty for a ball’s position, or for stance, is limited to the places 

on the course detailed on the score-card. When taking relief, Rule  24-2 applies, i.e. the ball 

must be played from within one club length of the nearest point of relief, not nearer the flag 

(so, a player may not move back as far as he wants, keeping the flag in line !).  

There are no “staked trees” at KHGC, so no relief may be taken if a ball is near a small tree or 

bush. 

 

Penalty for breach of local rule:  Two strokes or loss of hole  

 

 Pace of play – a reminder from the R&A Manual 

In the Rules of Golf, Rule 6-7 is the relevant Rule in relation to undue delay and slow play. It 

provides that “The player must play without undue delay and in accordance with any pace of 

play guidelines that the Committee may establish”. The penalty for a breach of Rule 6-7 is 

loss of hole in match play and two strokes in stroke play, and for a repeated offence, 

disqualification. 

 

11  Determination of winner of Competition 

 

In the event of a tie, for all club competitions (with the exception of the scratch 

competitions) the winner will be decided by having the lowest nett score in stroke play or the 

highest number of Stableford points over the last 9 holes. Count back will be based on holes 

10-18 unless all competitors have started their rounds at the 10th hole, in which case it will 

be based on holes 1-9. In the event of equal scores for the last 9 holes, the lowest nett score 

over the last 6 holes, then the last 3 holes, then the last two holes, then the last hole will 

decide the winner. If two or more players are still tied after the count back, then the winner 

will be the first player who records a lower nett score on a single hole starting from the 18th 

hole backwards. In the event that the players are still tied then they will both be declared the 

winner. The winner of ties for first place in scratch competitions will be decided by a sudden 

death play-off, starting from the first hole. 
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In match play, a match that ends all square should be played off hole by hole until one side 

wins a hole. The play off should start at the hole where the match began. In a handicap 

match, handicap strokes should be allowed as would be in normal play. 

 

Any competition prize money will be credited onto the Members Account in line with the 

Committees current prize money distribution policy. See below. 

 
12  Competition Entry Fees and Prize Allocation 

 
Entry fees 

Where Club Competitions have an entry fee associated with them, the entry fee is allocated 

to pay:  

 

(i) for any direct costs associated with the competition, if any (such as food);  

(ii) a contribution towards the wider running costs of the Members’ Men’s Section;   

(iii) for non-monetary prizes awarded to competitors for the applicable Club Competition. 

 

For regular weekend Stroke Play competitions, the entry fee is normally composed of three 

parts: 

 £3 compulsary fee, creating a fund towards (i) – (iii) above 

 £2 voluntary “sweepstake”, paid out in full, in cash. Juniors may not enter this sweepstake 

nor are they eligible to win any part 

 £1 voluntary “Two’s”, for a score of 2 on any par 3, run by the Kings Hill Golf Club 

Company Pro-shop. This is not organised by the Men’s Section and full details of the 

“twos” competition can be obtained from the pro-shop. 

 

Club Competitions may be subject to different compulsory entry fees which shall be notified 

from time to time by the Committee. 

 

The wider running costs of the Men’s Section represent costs associated with managing 

members' golfing handicaps, controlling and organising members' competitions (such as 

trophy engraving and honour board acquisition and maintenance), inter-club matches, and 

arranging social events. 

 

Except for Major non-knock-out Competitions, and as may be otherwise referred to below, 

Prizes will be in a form which can only be redeemed for products from the Kings Hill Golf 

Club Pro-shop (“e-vouchers”).  e-vouchers cannot be redeemed for cash. The total value of 

e-vouchers will equate to 60% (or such other percentage as the Committee may from time to 

time determine) of the applicable competition’s aggregate entry fee (each a “Prize Fund”). 

 

Details of Prizes and the allocation of the Prize Fund are as follows: 

 

 Major Stroke Play Competitions, e.g. Masters, Club Championship 

Non-monetary prizes for Major non-knock-out Competitions will be determined from time 

to time by the Men’s Captain.  The value of prizes for Major Competitions, except the Richard 

Moore Trophy, will be at the sole discretion of the Men’s Captain but Prizes are typically 

expected to equate to not less than 60% of the applicable entry fee. Prizes will be awarded to 
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the winner as well as such other number of leading competitors as the Men’s Captain may at 

his sole discretion determine.  

 

Entry fees in respect of the Richard Moore Trophy (and the Cecil Leitch 5-club non-qualifying 

competition) will be contributed to charity, although nominal prizes may be allocated from 

time to time at the discretion of the Men’s Captain.   

 

 Regular Weekend Men’s Stroke Play Competitions  

Prizes for the Weekend Men’s Stableford and Medal Competitions will be in the form of e-

vouchers which will be awarded to the first three placed competitors from each of the three 

divisions (each division having its own Prize Fund) in the following proportions: 

 

1st place 3/6 of the applicable division’s Prize Fund. 

2nd place  2/6 of the applicable division’s Prize Fund. 

3rd place 1/6 of the applicable division’s Prize Fund. 

 

Sweepstake 

All the stakes will be divided among the leading 9 (nine) competitors (being those with the 

highest Stableford score or lowest net medal score as applicable, across all divisions) in the 

following proportions: 
Place Proportion 

1 9/45 

2 8/45 

3 7/45 

4 6/45 

5 5/45 

6 4/45 

7 3/45 

8 2/45 

9 1/45 

 

and paid out in cash. Amounts will be rounded to the nearest £1. As stated above, Juniors 

may not enter the Sweepstake. 

 

In the unlikely event that the number of leading participants is less than 9 (nine) the 

denominator will be reduced from 45 in accordance with the usual formula: 

 n(n+1) 

Denominator  = _______ 

 2 

where “n” is the number of participants, and the numerator will be reduced accordingly (e.g. with 
only 6 leading participants 1st Place proportion would be 6/21; 2nd place proportion would be 
5/21…etc) 
 

 Mid-Week Men’s competitions 

Prizes will be in the form of e-vouchers.  The competition winner (irrespective of division) will 

receive an e-voucher for a value that equates to the lower of £10 (ten pounds), or 60% of the 

competition’s applicable aggregate entry fee.   

 

 Match Play Knock-out competitions 

Prizes will be in the form of e-vouchers.  The competition winner(s) will receive e-vouchers 

for a value that in aggregate equates to 2/3 of the applicable Prize Fund (shared if it is a 
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team event), and the Runners-Up(s) will receive e-vouchers for a value that in aggregate 

equates to 1/3 of the applicable Prize Fund (shared if it is a team event). 

 

 “Team” events, eg Winter Festival and Turkey Trot 

Non-monetary prizes for the Winter Festival and Turkey Trot will be determined from time to 

time by the Men’s Captain.  The value of prizes will be at the sole discretion of [the Men’s 

Captain] but is typically expected not to be less than an amount that is equivalent to 60% of 

the applicable entry fee, after deduction of any direct costs associated with the competition, 

if any, such as food. Prizes will be awarded to the winner as well as such other number 

leading competitors as the Men’s Captain may at his sole discretion determine. 
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