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Kings Hill GC  

Men’s Section Committee Meeting, March 2015 

 

Held on Thursday, March 5, 2015 at 7.30pm 
 

Present: Alex Parietti, Captain (AP), Ken Stevens (KS), Phil Allen (PA), Bruce Wilton (BW), 

Trevor Barker (TB), Adrian Cole (AC), Pete Burns (PB), Paul Miles (PB), Graham Bentham 

(GB), Michael Blanning (MB) 

In attendance: Ben Blackburn (BB) 
 

1. Apologies and resignation 

Glenn Halsey, Dave Seely 

The resignation of Simon Webb due to work commitments was noted with regret; the 

committee recorded their sincere thanks to Simon for his work during the past 9 years 

including as Captain 
 

2. Minutes of November 2014 meeting  

Agreed and accepted 
 

3. Matter arising from last meeting: 

There were several:  

Competition rules: PA has finalised a small booklet recording the details of all our 

competitions and this will be uploaded to the new website shortly 

Trophies: KS reported that he has now checked all the trophies. Many are overdue for 

engraving, and two salvers are missing. It was agreed that KS should buy two new salvers 

and pay to bring the engraving up to date to the extent possible. 

Survey of members: done, results to be discussed in this meeting 

Captain’s blogs to members via email: two have gone out since the last meeting, with good 

feedback received 

Up-scaling the Richard Moore into a professional-style event: AP is working with two 

members; detailed plans are well-advanced 

Club ties: AP and GB still to finalise the selection, based on mock-ups that BB has provided 

 

4 . Report from Management 

BB reported: 

 The new club website is nearly finished 

 The Robert Rock academy will officially open in Master’s week and Robert will be at 

the club for our Friday evening par-3 comp and will hold a Q&A 
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 7-day membership still has a waiting list 

 The club hosted a European tour junior event in February, 51 entrants 

 The club software is being upgraded and will allow remote log-in for comp results 

and handicaps 

Members re-confirmed their eagerness for work to start on building the new Spike Bar 

 

5. Committee member reports 

Captain: AP noted that since the last meeting the following successful events have taken 

place: Quiz night; Pro challenge and Turkey trot (both shot-gun); NYE party (some feedback 

given to management); Rules quiz; Wine tasting.  

The Committee were pleased that DS has agreed to be vice-captain and next year’s Captain. 

Finance: BW reported that the first 5 months of the year have produced a surplus of £622; 

online banking for the committee’s account is now in place; income and expenditure reports 

will have an enhanced level of detail from now on. 

 

6. Members Survey 

The results of the survey (answered by over 150 members), and the individual comments 

written by members, were discussed at great length, with the following conclusions and 

recommendations for action: 

 

Q.5  Weekend tee time booking and play 

 Since the number of members who are definitely unhappy about their ability to obtain 

their desired tee-time are actually in a minority, the conclusion must be that the current 

system, including the use of online booking, should be retained. 

 Saying that, it was agreed that the Richard Moore event would be a trial of a two-tee 

start system designed to allow more members to play early in the day, despite the issues 

that this may likely cause for the green-keeping staff if implemented more often. 

 Abuse of the on-line booking system/ no-shows – a subject for complaints from 

members in the survey. The club management reported that the Starters do record the 

names of no-shows, that no-shows is in fact not a major issue, but a couple of members 

have received warnings from management. 

 The principle of fair and equal access to booking times for all members via the online 

system means that the Committee do not support any rights to make block bookings. On 

the other hand, the Committee would like to explore with the management  the 

possibility that members could add their names into partially-booked 4-tee slots on non-

comp days (as at present once one member has booked him/herself in, the whole slot 

becomes blocked) 
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 10-minute break after 9 holes at the weekend; members are in favour and hence the 

Committee recommends the introduction of this rule, on one condition: that a group not 

wishing to use the club-house facilities may ask the group in front for permission to play 

through, permission that the group in front are under no obligation to give. 

 The club management also reported that, in response to the survey, they are themselves 

toying with some amendments to how tee-times work at the weekend, and will revert to 

the Committee with their conclusions. 

 

Q.6 Competitions 

 Very little opposition and quite a bit of support to the idea of more drawn comps and to 

shot-gun or 2-tee starts. The Committee had received positive feedback regarding the 2 

shot-gun comp starts before Xmas, except for the resulting extra length of the playing 

round, hence the format should not be used too often. 

 Splitting comps between Saturday and Sunday: the Committee plan to implement this 

over the Winter months when there is less day-light / hence allowing more start times 

for non-comp golfers, based on the positive feedback from members. 

 

Q7. Club-house and pro shop 

 The detailed feedback from members including individual comments has been passed on 

to the management. 

 Feedback regarding frequent bad language of members in the club-house was noted 

with great concern. The Committee will support all measures that the management 

chooses to take to correct this. 

 

Q.8 Communication with members/ members helping the Committee 

 Most members recorded their satisfaction with the recent use of emails, so this will 

continue. As an additional means to improve communication and information flow, the 

Committee is finalising a new Members’ website section (with Men’s, Seniors’ and 

Ladies’ sub-sections). The sites will carry news such as competition and match results, 

details of upcoming events, and background information such as competition rules, club 

teams/selection and meeting minutes. 

 Individuals who have offered to help the Committee in various ways will be approached, 

and the Committee is grateful. 

 

 

7. Slow play 

The Committee discussed a proposal from a member to alter the rough on certain holes in 

an effort to reduce the time spent looking for balls. The logic of the proposal was felt to be 
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compelling, hence the Committee invites the management to consider the proposal very 

seriously. BB agreed to take away the proposal. 

The Committee also considered ways that players themselves can speed up play: It was 

agreed to publicise these via email and on notice-boards under the heading of “How to help 

others enjoy their game”. 

 

 

AOB 

 Juniors playing in Men’s comps – It was agreed that PM will publish a clarification of the 

rules for this (handicap limits etc) 

 The issue of Winter rules was raised. This is for the organisers of a competition to 

decide, i.e. the Men’s Committee. In general it was felt by Committee members and by 

the management that the condition of KH in the Winter does not warrant Winter rules, 

with the possible exception at times of “mud on ball”, which would have to be precisely 

defined. (Relief for standing water is, of course, available at any time under the rules of 

the R&A). 

 It was suggested that the first couple of tee times in Winter on a comp day could be 

made comp times, freeing up time later in the day for non-comp golfers. It was agreed 

to discuss this later in the year also in the context of Saturday—Sunday split comps. 

 TB pointed out that the sign-up sheet for the first Friendly of the season is now up. It 

was agreed that this and the series of matches this season will be mentioned in BB’s 

next email to members, aiming to attract new players to the matches. Committee 

members who play in swindles will also advertise the opportunities. 

 A knock-out competition for Juniors was suggested: it was agreed that PM will take this 

forward. 

 The Club Masters on April 11/12: it was agreed that BB will advertise this event in his 

next email. 

 

Meeting finished at 9.50pm 

 

Next meeting: Thursday June 4 at 7 for 7.30pm 

 

 

Signed …………………………………… Captain    …….….…………….. Date 


