
Category Question Club raised Answer

Away scores What is the format for entering 

scores when playing at another 

course?

Faversham Players will pre-register at the away club and will enter 

their score on that club's system. 

Competition Entry For entries to Qualifiers are the 

only allowable methods of 

signing in before play starts 

listed below or are other sign in 

methods allowed?

(a) Sign in via a computer 

terminal 

(b) Sign in via a manual sign in, 

eg in a book (or on a sheet of 

paper)

(c) Sign in via informing a 

member of the committee

Tenterden The draft CONGU handbook refers to pre-registration for 

cards in General Play which can be in such manner as is 

prescribed by the Handicap Committee

Competition Entry When can a new member be 

eligible to win a club 

competition? Is this after 

successfully submitting 3 cards 

for handicap purposes, or more 

up to the magic figure of 20?

Faversham This is down to club competition committees to decide.  

Players will always have a handicap index to play in 

competitions.  It is up to the local clubs to determine any 

eligibility to enter competitions

Course eligibility Can cards be accepted if played 

on a course that has several 

temporary tees and shortened 

length

Tenterden As today, any course that does not conform to the 

measured course and approved tolerances is not eligible 

to be entered for handicap purposes.  The new CONGU 

handbook will advise the tolerances to measured course 

adjustments similar to those in force today.  This is 

currently being re-written and will be available on-line

Handicap Updates Are handicaps updated at the 

end of every day or are they 

updated at the end of a 

competition during the night, 

every time a club has closed a 

competition? 

Tenterden Handicaps are updated once a day, after midnight, taking 

into account all qualifying play for the day on the course.  

For multi-round events, it is still recommended that 

players continue the second round on the same handicap 

index they started for the first round.   The WHS database 

is completely separate from the club competition one.  

Closing a club competition has no impact.

Handicap Updates For a two day single round 

comp played say by players on a 

Saturday or a Sunday will not 

have players handicaps updated 

overnight Saturday but just on 

the Sunday.

Tenterden Handicaps are updated once a day, after midnight, taking 

into account all qualifying play for the day on the course.  

For multi-round events, it is still recommended that 

players continue the second round on the same handicap 

index they started for the first round. 

Handicaps Will handicaps still become 

inactive if 3 cards aren’t 

submitted within 1-year? 

West Kent No - handicaps will no longer become inactive. Clubs have 

the option, as today, to apply a competition condition 

requiring a certain number of scores to be submitted to 

be eligible to enter 

Handicaps Will a decimal point still be used 

to give an exact handicap?

Darenth Valley There are a number of compenents to the new handicap:

Handicap Index - calculated to a decimal point

Course Handicap - calculated to a decimal point

Playing Handicap - calculated to a decimal point and then 

rounded
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Handicaps What happens to anyone taking 

a year off due to health reasons 

etc. And then return to play, 

what handicap would they be 

expected to use?  Can the local 

handicap Committee determine 

the handicap in such a case?

Darenth Valley When a player returns to play the handicap committee 

may decide to continue with the record as is, or may 

apply a new handicap using the handicap allocation 

procedure.

Handicaps Other than when playing in Kent 

League Matches, do you use 

your home club handicap or 

your recalculated handicap for 

the golf course you are playing 

on, when competing in open 

competitions, especially if there 

are limitations to the playing 

handicap, ie less than 18?

Faversham Playing handicap will be calculated each time a player 

plays at a course, including their own.  It is based on their 

handicap index adjusted by the slope rating of the course 

and any type of play adjustment.  Open competitions are 

likely to adjust their entry conditions around handicap 

index.

Handicaps What is the procedure for 

handicap assessment if you 

were to leave one club and join 

another? Is there a time limit 

from not playing to starting up 

again in order to preserve your 

current playing handicap?

Faversham The handicap is maintained centrally.  There is no time 

limit between gaps in play, it will continue to calculate on 

the last 20 rounds.

Handicaps Seeing that the World 

Handicapping System comes 

into force in November 2020 

and most clubs competition 

season starts in March / April 

2021, is it envisaged that 2021 

is the start of this system or are 

clubs encouraged/mandated to 

apply the new rules as part of 

their winter golfing program 

from November 2020?

Faversham The new handicaps come into force from November 2020 

and must be used for all qualifying rounds from that 

point.  In addition, winter competitions will need to use 

competition handicap allowances as prescribed by the 

then current CONGU handbook.

Implementation When will brackets be 

introduced on Computer 

Terminals to show player’s 

projected handicaps for Nov 

2020? This April?

Tenterden ISV providers will display the information from September 

2020

Implementation Will the rolling qualifying scores 

include scores prior to the 

launch date of WHS or start 

from that date? i.e. does the 

handicap data for each player 

get collected from 2nd 

November onwards or prior to 

2nd November? 

Pedham Place

Darenth Valley

The new system will use the handicap record over the 

previous 2 years to calculate the starting handicap.  

Depending on how many competitions or 

supplementaries they have on their record will determine 

how the handicap index is calculated.
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Overseas 

handicaps

Will the handicaps integrate 

with overseas and if so how do 

they choose the home club?

Weald of Kent Yes - players who hold handicaps overseas as well as the 

UK will now hold only one handicap record.  The player 

must decide which country will be the "home" country.  

This will normally be the country where most 

competitions are played.  Up until 2nd November only 

home country scores will be included in the setup of your 

new handicap, and will exclude elite competitions played 

on neutral courses (ie no home club).  Players should 

bring qualifying overseas cards back to their home club 

for inclusion in their handicap record.

Overseas 

handicaps

How would I determine what 

my playing handicap would be 

when playing on a continental 

course?

Faversham Playing handicaps are calculated exactly the same abroad 

as they are in the UK - Handicap Index adjusted to Course 

Handicap and then, depending on format of play, Playing 

Handicap.

Playing Handicaps For a unisex competition (ie 

Ladies & Gents singles) say with 

everyone off Yellows or 

everyone off Reds. Do we 

assume no “courtesy” shots 

would need to be allowed in 

future as the slope equalises 

the sexes off any tee?

Tenterden

Faversham

Yes - the slope rating will adjust the handicaps so no 

further adjustment is required.

Qualifying scores What rounds will qualify for 

entering into the system?  Will 

each round, social and 

competition, be included in the 

calculation of handicaps?

Shortlands Only competitions and any pre-registered social golf will 

qualify as a score against your handicap.  Social golf can 

continue as today - only if you have pre-registered would 

you need to enter your score and it would be included in 

the calculation (like supplementaries today)

Qualifying scores When we have an ‘Awayday’ at 

another club, should our scores 

be entered into that course’s 

system? Similarly any club 

playing our own venue, they 

would need to enter their 

scores via our touchscreen.

Darenth Valley Clubs are encourage to play away games under 

competition conditions.  Players should register their 

round at the away club and enter their score, which will 

be submitted to their home club.

Qualifying scores What occurs with Matchplay 

games?

Darenth Valley Matchplay is not included in the scores for handicap 

calculation.  The results may still be considered during the 

annual review.  Some countries, but not the UK, do allow 

match play to count on the player's record.

Qualifying scores What is the mechanism for 

making sure that all players 

return their scores for round by 

round for handicap 

consideration, how is this 

procedure going to be enforced, 

and what happens if players do 

not submit their social / society 

scores?

Faversham Pre-registration is via the club's handicap system and any 

scores not entered will be highlighted.  There is a penalty 

process for committees to follow should scores not be 

returned.
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Qualifying scores What is the process for 

obtaining a handicap for those 

that have not submitted 20 

scorecards? How is this 

adjusted round by round until 

20 scores have been submitted? 

What is the process beyond 

submitting 20 scores?

Faversham The WHS has a calculation for players with less than 20 

cards to establish the handicap index.  Scores are entered 

during normal competition play and the calculation is 

adjusted as more scores build up

Qualifying scores How does  this new 

handicapping system apply / 

how is it calculated for juniors 

playing in either 6, 9, 13 or 18 

hole competitions and similarly 

for ladies playing either 13 or 18 

hole competitions?

Faversham 6 hole competitions are not valid for entering onto a 

player's record.  9 hole competitions are valid for entering 

onto a player's record provided that the 9 holes have a 

slope rating as, of course, are 18 hole competitions.  13 

hole competitions can be played and the remaining holes 

will score as net par.

Reviews Will there still be an annual 

review of handicaps?  If there is 

no ‘home club who will be 

responsible for this?

West Kent

Darenth Valley

All players will have a home club and each club will be 

obliged to have a handicap committee (with a majority of 

playing members) and carry out an annual review

Scorecards What information England Golf 

recommend is included on 

course signage / scorecards 

following the introduction of 

the WHS?

Walmer & 

Kingsdown

The card will need Handicap Index and Strokes Received 

for each player and the SSS (including decimal point) and 

Slope rating for each tee.  Clubs will need to display Slope 

adjustment tables in the clubhouse and/or at the starting 

points of their course(s) to enable players to ascertain 

their course handicap for the tees from which they are to 

play.

Slope Rating How do I get Par information 

changed on the USGA course 

rating database

Weald of Kent Par under the USGA system is a number based on the 

length of each hole and is, essentially, irrelevant for the 

purposes of the USGA slope system.  The USGA changed 

its system late last year and all pars are now based on 

Rating Yardages.  We are trying to get the title changed 

on the USGA database to reflect this.

Slope Rating With the inception of slope, will 

SSS disappear

Darenth Valley SSS is replaced by slope rating and course ratings which 

contribute to the calculation of your playing handicap and 

score differential.

Slope Rating How will the slope index ratings 

of each course compared to 

your home course be 

published? Is this via computer, 

Club V1 terminals, an App or via 

notice boards for clubs in your 

county / country?

Faversham Clubs must display their slope ratings on their 

noticeboard
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Social Golf When playing non-competitive 

golf, and you putt out and 

follow the rules of golf, how do 

you submit your score for 

handicap purposes? Is there the 

ability to enter it yourself via 

the Club V1 Terminals or do you 

have to hand them into your 

club manager etc for entering 

on your behalf? Is your new 

handicap displayed immediately 

afterwards?

Faversham Players will need to pre-register for social cards to be 

submitted; much like supplementaries today.  Scores can 

be entered into the club's terminal.  The handicap 

adjustments are made overnight and will be available for 

view the next morning.  

Social Golf How is a social round of game 

determined against a 

mandatory submission of your 

scorecard for handicap 

assessment purposes?

Faversham Players need to pre-register before playing to request a 

social card to be entered against their handicap record.  

The social card must be played under competition 

conditions - qualifying course, holing out, etc

Tees Can males/females play off any 

consistent colour tee from 

November once Slope Ratings 

are introduced for Qualifiers 

and/or Supplementary Cards?

Tenterden This is possible provided that the tees have been slope 

rated for both genders.  However, clubs will need to take 

care to ensure that any requirement to play off a 

particular tee does not render a round of golf impossible 

for a class of members.

Tees Will single sex Qualifier comps 

be restricted to a single tee or 

can a competition be run from 

multiple tees within the same 

competition?

Tenterden No - competitions will continue to run from multiple tees 

as today.


