
CAPTAIN’S NEWSLETTER – JULY/AUGUST/SEPTEMBER 2015 
 
Dear ladies, 
 
I see from my previous newsletter that I was sitting at home with the windows open in balmy temperatures.  
How fickle our climate is – as I start this letter at the end of August my kitchen is festooned with drying golf kit, 
having got drenched twice in the same round this morning.  Well at least the rain has made the grass grow and 
we now have a nice cushion to hit off again. 
 
We’ve had more than our share of illnesses and injuries.  Our esteemed Vice, Gill, was bowled flat by a giant 
friendly dog in the woods (it could have been a poodle, but we’ll take her word for it) and she gamely played 
on with her leg in a brace; there have been sore feet, sore knees and, most recently, Sue Jeffs sporting two 
lovely black eyes.  I do hope the remainder of the autumn season sees you all in better fettle. 
 
It’s been a very busy summer season featuring a number of successful and enjoyable events.   
 
Saturday July 18th saw our Summer Meeting on a warm dry day.  20 ladies played and our cream tea was 
exceptionally nice.  Winners were: 
NP in 2 on 15th – Jo Bentham; NP on 8th – Liz Caldwell, Front 9 – Judith Sansom, Back 9 – Heather Dunne, 3rd 
with nett 72 (cb) – Kath Coombes, 2nd with nett 70 – Julia Honey, 1st with nett 69 – Maria Babadi. 
 
The Ladies & Seniors Waltz scheduled for Monday 27th July was eventually cancelled due to many injured or 
poorly participants, or over-full diaries for others.  It may have been ‘an event too far’ and we will probably 
stick to just two Ladies/Seniors events next season. 
 
My Lady Captain’s Cup took place on Sat 1st August on a perfect summer’s day.  A very good turn-out of 25 
ladies found the going slow due to a men’s match playing ahead of us in 4-balls.  I did my best to keep spirits 
up by dispensing fruit skewers and chocolate biscuits, washed down with liberal quantities of Pimms.  I’ve 
never had so much fun in a golf buggy!   Prizes were on a picnic/holiday theme. 
LD on 2nd – Denise Harker, NP on 17th – Heather Dunne, Best Par 3s and Best Par 5s – Judy Leadley-Woods and 
Julia Honey, 3rd with 40 pts (cb) – Sarat Chick, 2nd with 40 pts (cb) – Maria Babadi, 1st – Sue Norman with 42 
pts. 
It was a lovely day with many happy faces and I will remember it as a highlight of my year.  
 
Despite revving up the advertising around the Kent clubs at the start of this year, the Ladies Open on Wed 5th 
August was a rather disappointing event with only 7 teams taking part.  Ben only asked for our assistance with 
registration, welcoming, and the prize-giving at the end.   I think the club will be taking a look at the viability of 
this event next year. 
 
By contrast, our Ladies Invitation Day on Tues 18th August was a barnstorming success in every way.  15 ladies 
brought 25 guests – it was great to see some old faces as well as many new ones.   Eileen Cornwell and Louise 
Fenn did a sterling job with registration, halfway house refreshments, setting up the lunch tables and raffle 
(£167.50 was raised for Spadework).  A huge thank you to everyone for pulling together to put on an excellent 
event.  My sleepless nights were in vain when the buffet lunch proved to be excellent, and just when I was 
wondering where the lemon tarts were for our dessert, a giant birthday cake was wheeled in, accompanied by 
a lovely speech by Gill and a (surprisingly tuneful) chorus of Happy Birthday from those present.  Thank you all 
for the card with all your messages, and the beautiful bouquet.  It was a lovely surprise.  
Because we had a healthy prize pot for a change, I was able to buy some nice prizes, including first prizes of 
golf shoes from our Pro-Shop. 
LD on 2nd (Guest) – Sandy Fox, LD on 13th (Member) – Jo Bentham.  NP on 17thy (guest) – Marion Clark, NP on 
8th (Member) – Roma Elson.  Pairs 3rd prize with 45 pts – Roma Elson and Penny Turner.  Pairs 2nd prize with 46 
pts – Alice Gazet and Gill Staunton.  Winning Pair with 49 pts – Barbara Hall and Marion Sellar. 
Captains Prize for the best whole team of 4 – Heather Dunne’s team. 



 
I spent the next few days celebrating my milestone birthday with family and friends.  From now on I will be 
counting backwards.   
 
Regretfully, the Bank Holiday Mixed Pairs & BBQ event on Monday 31st August was cancelled due to the awful 
weather forecast, although I am told some hardy souls did go out to play.  If you want to know who they were 
– next time we are changing our shoes, look for the people with webbed feet. 
 
KCLGA Doxford Competition was held at Kings Hill on Monday 7th September.  Participants found the course in 
pristine condition with super-fast greens in readiness for the Pro-Am later in the week.  According to Meg, 
regretfully home advantage for our own players counted for nothing.  Better luck next time girls!  Thank you to 
Gill for stepping in on my behalf as Welcomer-in-Chief and starter on the 1st tee.  Thanks also to Sue Jeffs for, 
once again, being an excellent flower monitor.  
 
Monday Sept 7th also saw Judy Leadley-Woods and I on our way up to Gainsborough GC in Lincolnshire to take 
part in the Grand Final of the PING Ladies Fourball Betterball competition which took place on the following 
day.  This is the 10th Anniversary Year of this national competition, with over 16,000 competitors taking part 
from 846 clubs.  We had qualified back in June with a joint score of 44 stableford points, playing off ¾ 
handicap – this proved to be the qualifying cut-off point for the finals, so the standard was going to be high.  
Karsten Lakes is the more challenging of the two courses at Gainsborough having plentiful bunkers, ditches 
AND lakes and, after a nervous start, we settled down to do our best.  Staving off a bad case of jitters, we teed 
off at 9.20 in thick drizzle with two very nice partners from Easthampstead in Berkshire.  The weather 
gradually improved and after a round with both ups and downs we finished 30th in a field of 50, with a 
creditable 34 points off ¾ handicap.   With the winning score being 43 and the lowest 20, we were satisfied to 
finish in the middle of the field (Nizels came 47th – so we enjoyed a small gloat).  We were thoroughly spoiled 
by both PING and Gainsborough GC, with a delicious buffet lunch and some very generous gifts from Ping and 
Ecco (golf bag, shoes and a £50 voucher for Ping apparel), and look forward to having another try next year – 
well worth the £5 investment!   Many thanks for all the messages of encouragement from everyone – we were 
spurred on by your kind thoughts. 
 
The course swap with Lamberhurst Ladies on Tuesday 8th Sept was another success with 9 of them coming to 
Kings Hill and 12 of us going there.  Even though numbers were small, due on both sides to holidays and other 
commitments, it was a thoroughly enjoyable event for all concerned.  Thank you Lindsay for taking charge in 
the absence of both Gill and myself.  Lush ground conditions made for a challenging round of golf.   Winners 
with a team score of 63 pts:  Meg, Julia and Debbie.  Runners up scoring 60 pts: Jo, Carol and Lucinda.  Prizes of 
body butter and shower cream were presented.  A good lunch of lasagne, salad and garlic bread was enjoyed – 
however I gather all this was overshadowed by the stampede of ladies eager to avail themselves of bargains 
from the clothes rail in the Pro-Shop. 
 
 
Matches and Results 
For an overview of this season’s match and competition results, you can check them out under the ‘Teams & 
Results’ and ‘Results’ headings in the Ladies Section on the club website.  It would be very helpful to Jo if team 
captains could take a quick look in their section and fill in any gaps for her. 
 
While being pulled in many directions due to her father’s ill health, Gill has worked very hard to put teams 
together for this season’s friendlies and it has often been an uphill struggle.  We have one fixture left – Away 
to Poult Wood on Thursday Oct 1st – so let’s make her day and give her a full team and even some reserves to 
call on!  Sign up sheet is currently on the notice board. 
 
Under this heading special mention must be made to Dawn Edwards and Maria Babadi who tried their luck in 
the Lohan Trophy this season and made it all the way to the semi-finals on August 30th, before losing a valiant 
fight to a handicap team of 1 and 17 from Wrotham.  Thank you Dawn for being such an excellent mentor to 



Maria and a big Well Done to Maria herself for her hard work, resulting in a handicap to be proud of for her 
young age (18 and still falling, in case anyone is wondering!) 
 
Coming Up 

 Saturday Sept 12th – Davis Trophy – still booking for mixed pairs 

 Saturday Sept 12th 2.30 – our last Committee Meeting before the AGM.  If anyone has an item to 
bring forward under AOB, please let a Committee member know before Saturday. 

 Saturday Oct 10th – Winners’ Cup 

 Saturday Oct 17th, 2.30pm – Ladies AGM – a very important meeting – all members requested to 
attend if you possibly can.  Meet your new Captain and her Committee.  Say Thank You to current 
members standing down.  Tea and cake afterwards. 

 Tuesday Oct 20th – Autumn Meeting – let’s have a really good turn-out for the first event in Gill’s 
captaincy. 

 Saturday Oct 24th – Captains’ Dinner – details to be released very soon – top secret planning now in 
progress.  It will be another cracking party – make sure it’s in your diaries. 

 Saturday Oct 31st – Captains’ Drive-In – come and cheer Gill on as she takes a mighty swipe down the 
first fairway. 

 
I think this may be my final newsletter as we come to the end of my year, since there won’t be a lot to report 
between now and the AGM.  So I will end with a big general Thank You to every single person who has 
supported me so well and nudged me to remember all the important things, and understood when I forgot 
some of the smaller ones.  It has been a pleasure to head up such a wonderful bunch of ladies.    That’s it – I’m 
not hanging up my boots for a few more weeks.  
 
Best wishes 
Hilary 


