
 

 

Kings Hill GOLF CLUB Ladies Section Committee Meeting 
 

MINUTES OF THE AGM HELD ON SATURDAY 14TH OCTOBER 2017, 3.00pm 
 

Present: 

Captain: Judy Leadley-Woods, Vice Captain: Lindsay Tilley, Past Captain: Gill Olke,  Weekday 

Competitions Secretary: Lindsay Tilley, Treasurer: Nancy Caldwell, Secretary: Hilary Stephen, 

Handicaps Secretary: Jane Marr, Ordinary Members: Denise Harker and Debbie Crumpton, Social 

Secretary (Co-opted): Louise Fenn. 

 

In addition to the Committee, 22 members of the ladies section attended, also Maria Babadi from the 

Junior Section.  Representing Kings Hill Golf Management - Glen Halsey. 

 

Apologies for Absence: 

Annie Foster, Nicci Parson, Sue Norman, Sarah Clark, Elaine Lewis, Judith Sansom, Lyn Woods, 

Dawn Edwards, Susan Bowen, Jean Breslin, Sue Jeffs, Fiona Lee, Georgia Robins, Karen Kelso, 

Keely Oliver, Kay Elks.    A quorum of more than 20% of members was present 

 

Approval of October 2016 Minutes:  

Agreement and proposal for the minutes of the last AGM held on Saturday 15th October 2016 was 

postponed while it was ascertained if they had been made publicly available on the website. (It was 

later confirmed that they were.  Therefore, if no amendments have been requested by the membership 

by close of play on Tuesday October 24th, the Minutes will be deemed to be accepted and will be 

proposed and seconded at the next ordinary committee meeting). 

 

Outstanding Action from previous Meeting: 

There were no outstanding matters arising from the previous meeting. 

 

New Ladies Constitution, including Disciplinary Procedure: 
A unanimous vote of acceptance was received for the new Ladies Constitution.  This is available to 

view on the website.  There is also a hard copy in the club office (Ladies Section box). 

 

 

COMMITTEE REPORTS 

 

1. Treasurers Report 
 

Copies of the accounts have been distributed. 

 

The accounts for the year ended 30 September 2017 show a deficit of £370 compared to a surplus of 

£324 for the previous year, with the main reason for the deficit being the subsidy paid on team kit 

items. 

 

The Ladies section continues to show a healthy financial position with reserves standing at £1,607 

made up of £2,562 cash at the bank less £955 for outstanding expenses.  

 

I would just like to thank Terry Coombes who kindly volunteered to review the accounts again this 

year, and If anyone has any questions  I will be happy to answer them. 

If not, can I please have a proposer and seconder for the approval of the accounts. 

 

Proposer: .........Denise Harker 

Seconder: .........Lindsay Tilley 



 

 

 

Accounts approved unanimously. 

 

Finally, I would just like to congratulate Judy on a very successful year as Captain and to thank her 

for all her hard work, and  to offer my best wishes and support to Lindsay for her coming year as 

Captain, and Yvonne in her new role as Treasurer. 

 

2. Competitions Report 

 

When I thought about writing this year's competitions report, my first thought was OMG! Dawn's 

away on holiday and I have got to present a competitions report and an incoming Captains report.  I 

think you are all aware of how much I dislike public speaking - so having been told more than once 

that if I accepted taking on the role of Captain I had to learn to delegate, I quickly asked Gill If  she 

would mind reading this one out for me. I was always a quick learner, so many thanks Gill, I am 

happy to hand this one over to you. 

 

(Read by Gill) OBVIOUSLY LINDSAY HAS WRITTEN THIS SO FOR THE TIME BEING JUST 

PRETEND I AM LINDSAY or her younger sister!!!!! 

 

Looking back at last year's report I was asking you all to be patient with the BRS system and give it a 

try, I think one year on we are just about getting there, apart from the odd hiccup here and there. Once 

again Dawn and I have shared the responsibility of organising the competitions this year, Dawn 

looking after weekend competitions and major events and I have tried to organise the weekday ladies 

competitions, though in the last few weeks I seemed to be totally losing the plot, think Texas 

Scramble mixed up with yellow ball Stableford and you'll see that it's definitely the right time to be 

handing the job over.  With Dawn retiring from the committee and me moving onwards and upwards 

we will have a new competitions secretary this year, so I ask you to be kind and patient with her as 

she is going to take on both roles and it is not the easiest of jobs. 

 

Judy's year has seen most of her competitions blessed with really fine weather, despite having really 

bad weather forecasts on several occasions including a hurricane, so for once the majority of our 

competitions were completed. We have played a couple of fun competitions with the seniors this year 

and will continue to do so next year, Michael Blanning, the new men's captain and I have had long 

conversations over the diary and we are both very keen, where possible, for a closer integration of all 

the sections and are planning to play as many as possible qualifying competitions together. Once 

again we have offered the ladies the option of 9 hole competitions, but there has not been much 

demand, do remember ladies that you can play just 9 holes and still retain your handicap, particularly 

on those cold winter days when a short game  is just about all you feel like. 

 

Moving on to prizes, we’ll start with the winners of the competitions played since our summer 

meeting, the August and September medals and stablefords. 

 

 August Stableford:      Sunday         1st  Ali Townson 

       2nd Denise Harker on c/b 

    Tuesday           1st  Alice Gazet      

                  2nd  Yvonne Tucker 

 

 August Medal:  Saturday  1st  Dawn Edwards 

       2nd  Debbie Crumpton                        

    Tuesday             1st Fiona Lee    

       2nd Lindsay Tilley 

        

 September Stbfd: Saturday             1st Heather Dunne 



 

 

       2nd Denise Harker 

    Tuesday           1st.     Jo Bentham 

                                                                                   2nd  Linda Chapman 

 

 September Medal: Saturday.          1st Sarat Chick 

       2nd Dawn Edwards 

    Tuesday             1st.      Denise Harker 

       2nd Heather Dunne 

Now to the Winners of Major Competitions:  Please come and collect your trophies and there will be a 

photo call for you all later.                                                                                                                            

 

EWGA Medal 2016                    Nancy Caldwell                            

Autumn Meeting 2016               Lisa Babadi   

Scratch Plate     Olivia Cook 

Crystal Challenge     Jane Marr  

Spring Meeting                Jo Bentham 

Scratch Plate.                 Jane Marr 

Margaret Hilliar Trophy    Joy Stevens 

Eileen’s Putter                            Debbie Crumpton with 31 putts 

Club Championship              Olivia Cooke 

Handicap Bowl    Lisa  Babadi 

Salver                 Sarat Chick  

Summer Meeting     Nancy Caldwell 

 Scratch Plate                  Nancy Caldwell 

Lady Captain’s Cup     Sarah Clarke 

Summer Singles KO               Lisa Babadi 

  R/U                Heather Dunne 

Summer Pairs KO      Alice Gazet & Dawn Edwards 

  R/U               Julia Honey & Lucinda Gough-Cooper  

Kent Stableford Trophy             Jo Bentham   

Breakthrough Brooch     Denise Harker             

Jubilee Trophy                     Jo Bentham 

Winners’ Cup      Nicci Parsons 

Order of Merit                                Dawn  Edwards                           

 

In addition to the above competitions:- 

The Winter Festival 2016 was won by Lisa & Maria Babadi, & the Winter Eclectic 2016-17 by Dawn 

Edwards. The Summer Eclectic was won by Heather Dunne. The Cecil Leitch 5 Club competition was 

won by Lucinda Gough-Cooper, who was unable to represent Kings Hill in the final at Sundridge 

Park so Jean, our runner up, took her place. The Richard Moore Trophy, a mixed competition, was 

won by Jean Breslin who was having a real purple patch and came in with a magnificent score of 44 

points.  The Ping 4BBB was won by Hilary Stephen and Fiona Lee, their score of 44 points 

unfortunately did not qualify them for a place to play in the final at Gainsborough G.C.  Dawn and 

Gill won the Coronation Foursomes and played the regional final at Faversham, despite having a great 

day they missed out on  a place in the final at St. Andrews. Heather had the best ladies score on count 

back from Keely for the Anderson Autumn Bowl in 2017, the Davis Trophy is being played today.   

Many congratulations to all these winners, and also to all those who turn out, whatever the weather, to 

take part in and support our competitions.   

 

The first of our friendly competitions was the Xmas 9 holes and nibbles where 25 of us enjoyed a day 

of fun with the winning team of Jane, Debbie and Val joining the rest of us for a visit from Santa 

Claus, and a warming tot plus a few seasonal treats.  During the year the TT (Tuesday Tournament) 

has continued to be well supported, the winner this year being Jo Bentham. There have been many 



 

 

other fun competitions on Tuesdays, including the Grannies’ Goblet, which was won this year by 

Yvonne, a very fitting win as she had been playing with last year's winner Meg at Cooden the 

previous week.   The Tuesday ladies also had a very enjoyable St George’s Day Waltz game with the 

Seniors, which was won by the team of Jo & Graham Bentham, Yvonne Tucker & Pete Norman. On a 

beautiful, warm and sunny day many of us enjoyed the Ladies Invitation Day which was once again a 

great success, with 32 ladies participating.  It was won by Lisa and Maria and their guests. 

 

Finally, we would like to thank Duncan, Glen and Ben for all their support behind the scenes, the 

green staff who have kept our course in amazing condition throughout the year, the two Marks, Chris 

and Sian in the shop who all do their best to help ensure the smooth running of our competitions, and 

last but not least Mel and Mike for the hugely improved catering service, we are very grateful to them 

all.  

 

Dawn and I have enjoyed working with Judy who has been quietly slaving away on behalf of us 

all  to ensure a very successful year- many congratulations, and a big thank you Judy  We would 

both also like to thank the Committee and all of you for your support during the past year and 

finally on behalf of the committee I would like to offer our very best wishes to Lindsay for her 

coming year as Captain and hope you will all help her as much as possible in her new role.   

 

3. Handicaps Report 

 

This was my first year as handicap secretary at Kings Hill and a hard job to follow Kath Coombes.   

Playing Handicap Changes 

One quarter of the ladies finished the member’s year with a handicap reduction.  The following were 

the top three performers between 15 October 2016 and 9 October 2017 

3rd – Linda Chapman with a great cut from 36 to 32.1 

2nd – Lisa Babadi reducing to 14.2 from 16.9 

1st -  a great year and the most improved player was Maria Babadi going from 14.1 to a staggering 7.7.  

Well done Maria, you have worked hard and deserve it. 

Congratulations to everyone who plays off a lower handicap now: Fiona Lee, Heather Dunne, Lucinda 

Gough- Cooper, Denise Harker, Judy Leadley-Woods, Alice Gazet, Jane Marr, Hilary Stephen, 

Lindsay Tilley, Karen Fleet and Nancy Caldwell. 

Of the 54 registered players only 9 players stayed on the same handicap as they started. 

New Players and handicaps 

Since last year’s AGM we have welcomed new players and allocated new handicaps.  Welcome to: 

Karen Fleet – A starting handicap of 36 and having entered supplementary cards is now 32. 

Louise Fenn – returned to Kings Hill and given a handicap of 18, which has subsequently been 

increased to 21 after continuous review 

Keely Oliver – joining with a 15 handicap from The London Club 

Sarah Clark – joining with a 20 handicap from The London Club  

Both Georgina Robins and Yvonne Tucker transferred their handicaps to Kings Hill as their home 

club. 

 

Rules & Congu/EGU 

Quite a bit of activity this year on rules and handicaps.  In February the club introduced a new 

handicap system called ClubV1 which has made it a lot easier to manage the competitions and 

handicaps. 

Two permanent local rules were introduced for the ladies’ section, which are displayed on the 

noticeboard in the ladies’ locker room: 

- No penalty for accidently moving a ball on the green 

- Allowing the use of measuring devices 



 

 

In March 2017 the decision was made that any player having to withdraw part way through a 

competition for injury or any other reason, will be deemed to have NR’d their card or the holes 

thereafter. 

As part of the 2016-2018 Congu changes the following key amendments were introduced and we have 

been following these since their introduction: 

- Continuous review – every month any player who has increased 0.1 consecutively over 7 
months is reviewed for potential handicap increase.  A few players have benefited from this 

review 

- 4BBB handicap is now 90% rather than 75%.  A positive impact with matches being much 
closer 

- A club handicap was introduced providing the ability to give anything up to 54 as a handicap.  

This was not an active handicap but one that could allow new players to take part in certain 

competitions.  This has not been used since its introduction 

- Requirement to submit all individual and team non-qualifying cards for consideration at the 
annual review.  Please remember to send them to Jane Marr. 

Congu are embarking on a significant review of handicaps and will be presenting proposals later this 

year to provide a single, worldwide handicap system with other governing bodies.  I have completed a 

personal survey on my preferences.  With this in mind there are only minimal changes being 

introduced in 2018 as follows: 

- The club handicap introduced in 2016 will be removed and replaced by an extra handicap 
category (category 6) which goes from 36.5 to 54.  Players’ handicaps may increase beyond 36 

in line with the standard “out of buffer” process.  The increase would be 0.1 and the decrease 

would be multiples of 0.6. 

- Restrictions on supplementary cards (except for category 1 players) will be removed.  
Consequently, a player may submit any number of supplementary cards over the year and any 

number per week.   

Now 2018 

Supplementary cards may be returned at any club of which the player is a 

member, i.e. home or away 
No change 

Supplementary cards must be played under competition play conditions, i.e. 

measured 9 or 18 course; stroke play or stableford with a marker for the 

score card 

No change 

Category 1 players may return supplementary cards during 1/9 – 31/12 over 

18 holes only; but only to ensure the minimum number of cards for the year 

is maintained 

No change 

Category 2-5 players may return up to 10 cards annually (calendar year) 

Category 2-

6 

Unlimited 

A club may limit the return of supplementary cards to no more than one a 

week 

No 

restriction 

A player must signify their intention to return a supplementary card by 

signing the Pink Supplementary Card book held at the pro-shop.  This must 

be before the round is started and the marker must sign the book 

No change 

The supplementary card must be signed and posted in the box in the ladies’ 

locker room.  The handicap secretary will ensure it is recorded in the 

player’s handicap record.  If a card is not returned then a 0.1 increase is 

processed 

No change 

 



 

 

The supplementary card process is posted on the handicap noticeboard in the ladies’ locker room. 

Thanks 

I would like to pass on my thanks to my handicap sub-committee (Kath Coombes, Chris Hearn and 

Lucinda Gough-Cooper) for helping with the continuous and annual reviews. 

Finally, thanks to Kath, Jo, Dawn and Lindsay for helping with the cards and processing competitions 

when I am not available. 

I look forward to my second year as handicap secretary where I hope to have further input to the 

worldwide system. 

 

 

 

4. Captain’s Report 

Welcome everyone, to this year’s AGM.  

I would like to say thank you for the lovely cards and messages that you’ve sent me, each one 

providing me with a sense of satisfaction – that being your Lady Captain for the past 12 months has 

been a really worthwhile experience – not just for me, but for the whole of the ladies’ section and 

Kings Hill Golf Club itself. 

 

When I started the role, I really had no idea how I would manage and progress with my captaincy.  

Looking back, I was still quite new to the club when I took on my Vice-captaincy and hadn’t yet 

experienced playing in all of the different club competitions - nor did I have much knowledge about 

them - so initially, everything was a very big learning curve for me, not just with the competitions, but 

with the social side as well - with understanding what it really means to be a participating member of 

a golf club. I had to learn quickly… and thanks to a number of significant people who held my hand 

along the way, I found out all the information I needed to know – I think!  And I am extremely 

grateful for your support with establishing myself in my role. It was after my first committee meeting 

in November last year, that I realised I needed to know a lot more than I did. Having spoken to Ben 

about this, he suggested how I could move forward with my learning process. It was at this point that 

the idea of a Committee Roles Folder was formed. Each committee member’s knowledge and 

experience was accessed to set up an information page about each of their roles, making it an 

excellent source of information for all new committee members and for every lady in the section.  So, 

if you haven’t already viewed it (the folder can be found in the ladies’ locker room) please have a look 

at it so that you know who to contact if you have any query or would like to pass on any suggestions 

or comments.  At the same time, the Welcome page on the ladies’ website needed to be updated.  Jane 

Marr and the Committee have updated the competitions manual (which is within the Welcome page) 

and these pages are another great source of information, not only about the individual competitions, 

but also about criteria and eligibility. Furthermore, we decided that a more relevant Ladies’ 

Constitution was required - as well as a procedure to deal with misdemeanours. These documents 

were discussed in great detail within the Committee and subsequently passed to Glen Halsey for his 

approval. A copy of both documents was made available for ladies in the section to view and as we 

now know, a vote has been taken and the updated Constitution has been accepted by the Ladies’ 

Section.     Once all of these tasks had been actioned, you could safely say, I now know a lot more 

about being a Lady Captain and a member at KHGC!! 

 

During the year, there have been five committee meetings, occurring approximately every two 

months. Management has attended all but one of those meetings and each time they have submitted a 

report. The Committee has discussed a great many topics - and in response to suggestions and 

comments received from ladies in our section - we have made some changes – and we trust you’ll 

agree, for the better. For instance, we have re-introduced a team kit. Denise Harker was instrumental 

in negotiating a brilliant discounted deal from Footjoy and Ben was also very supportive in ensuring 

our ‘deal’ went ahead. The team kit has been very well received by the ladies in our section and other 

clubs have noticed and complimented us on our new outfits.  This makes us feel good! Not only does 

this ‘tidy up’ our representation of our club but also, it creates a sense of togetherness in our aim to 



 

 

achieve well in our game and establishes ourselves as a team. We also re-introduced a Social 

Secretary onto the Committee and co-opted Louise Fenn into that role to enhance our opportunities for 

social gatherings and process those events. The Nine, Wine and Dine has been a fantastic success and 

I know that Louise has much more to suggest. It feels like there will be a lot more fun to come!! 

Anyone can view the minutes from the meetings once they have been approved at the next committee 

meeting – and you can view the previous minutes on the ladies’ website pages for the last two years.  

Please do contact us if you wish to raise an issue, make a suggestion, send a comment – or even a 

compliment! We absolutely encourage your feedback as the Committee is here to listen to you and we 

will endeavour to do our very best to support the ladies’ section as a whole.  

 

I’d like to mention a couple more positive changes that have happened during this year…  

Mark Peddar arrived as a new club pro at the beginning of my captaincy and he’s proved to be very 

popular! He has been pro-active in providing twice weekly group lessons and kindly, he volunteered 

himself to set up a coaching golf holiday next year to Portugal. At the moment there are seven of us 

going in early March but Mark says there are still a few spaces left if anyone is interested. It has been 

recognised by all the ladies at the club, that there has been a significant improvement within the 

catering dept. especially since our Head Chef Mike has been on the scene. We now have full 

confidence in the quality of food provided, especially important for our significant golfing events and 

even more so, when we have to provide food for other clubs that visit here. Mike and his team have 

been outstanding.  It must be said too, that Mel has put a great deal of effort into ensuring we had 

beautiful flower-decorated tables, which greeted us with a lovely presentation. However, as we know, 

Mel has now left the club and our section presented her with a parting gift of flowers just earlier this 

week. 

  

Of course, one very important aspect of my role was to raise money for my charity Dandelion Time 

and to support the Seniors Captain Larry, with raising funds for the Kent Association for the Blind. 

You’ll remember that I started with a crazy idea to do a 10k run – and thankfully I achieved it, but 

over the past year, so many of you have contributed in your own way towards the charity, whether it 

be by making cash donations, bringing items for sale to the bring & buy, attending the charity fund-

raising events, contributing your £1’s from the fun events, ‘renting’ my captain’s parking space or 

donating raffle items - you have all helped towards raising an impressive sum of over £6,500 for 

Dandelion Time.  Barclays were also a significant part of that donation along with a generous 

donation from a club member.  I must say too, that I have been very fortunate to have had a team of 

ladies, Joy, Lucinda, Julia, Sue and Linda to always be on hand to man the presentation tables and sell 

raffle tickets at our charity fund-raising events. They were of great support to myself, Trevor and 

Larry. We were very grateful to you all and it was wonderful that we could depend on your help.  I am 

very humbled that as a section, you were so kind to do all of these things to support me and my efforts 

to raise money for the charity. Trevor, Larry and I, plus a men’s section member Peter Burns (who 

works for Barclays) will be doing a cheque presentation to Dandelion Time on Monday 16th October 

at 2pm. The charity in West Farleigh would welcome anyone who would like to attend - and attendees 

can then tour the premises if they’d like to.I have been very fortunate to have had an excellent 

working relationship alongside Trevor and Larry. Suddenly I realise, I won’t need to be speaking to – 

nor meeting them quite so often - and that will be a bit strange! Whenever we could, we tried to join 

in with entering competitions and doing presentations together - and I also attended the men’s AGM 

last year as I wanted to see how they processed their AGM.  However, as golf protocol will develop in 

a continually changing world - I have no doubt that our sections will become more and more 

interactive and that Lindsay and Michael will enhance those opportunities wherever possible, 

especially as this concept is encouraged by England Golf.   Now, I will extend my thanks - To my 

committee for supporting me tirelessly along the way - even with the long committee meetings – as I 

always had plenty to talk about! Your commitment to your roles is admirable and has been very much 

appreciated.  Thanks to the captains of all the external competition teams… Denise for managing the 

Daily Mail Foursomes, Lisa for the Lohan Trophy, Debbie for the Pearson team, Heather, the 

Apaljacs team, Alice for the 3 Feathers and Captain’s Cup, Kath for the Tappin Trophy, Gill for the 



 

 

Mixed Friendlies, Yvonne and Lindsay for the Ladies’ Friendlies and fun competitions.  Also, to 

Carol as a representative of our club at the Kent County Golf’s meetings - and especially to Jane, who 

captained the Bradley Cook to the best success Kings Hill has ever had (by going through to the 2nd 

round) and supervising all the external competitions. And I thank all of the ladies who supported these 

competitions and represented our club. Thanks to Jo Bentham for doing an absolutely marvellous job 

keeping the website up to date and doing it so quickly and efficiently. In my opinion, it’s getting 

better and better all the time, with lots of information on offer - and the gallery photos help us to see 

the events - and not just read or hear about them.  Thanks to Gill for being a significant part of the 

Disabled Golf Charity Day in June whereby not only did she help support the running of the event, 

she even organised the sponsorship. Fantastic! Thanks to Fraser (the men’s Competition Secretary) 

who was very understanding and supportive when on the day of the Crystal Challenge, there was very 

heavy fog and it meant our competition and the men’s Masters was hugely delayed, but he put much 

effort into managing the situation for the benefit of us all. Thanks to James Mackay (men’s Social 

Secretary) for helping to manage the social events and boost our ticket sales. Thanks to Glen, Duncan 

and Karen – and particularly Ben - for supporting me wholeheartedly whilst I have been Lady 

Captain. I feel we worked together very well as a team and this has contributed towards the smooth 

running of our section. Thanks to Barry and his green-keeping team for keeping up the appearances 

and condition of the course. Thanks to Mark, Sian and Chris in the pro-shop who helped at the times 

of our competitions – and a special congratulations to Sian – who has achieved her new status as a 

Fully Qualified PGA Professional.  In acknowledgement of this, the ladies’ section presented Sian 

with a gift and passed on our congratulations. Sian will be going onwards and upwards in the 

European Tour Qualifying School and we do of course, wish her every success.Most of all, a great big 

thankyou to all the ladies who have supported me as your Lady Captain. Each and every one of you 

have contributed in some way in supporting me - by either offering your kind words of support either 

personally, or by sending me lovely cards with words of encouragement… you gave me reassurance, 

your donation and your time in attending socials and competitions… I particularly enjoyed the 

Invitation Day and Lady Captain’s Day and I hope that I have managed the Lady Captain’s role well 

enough to meet with your satisfaction. I know I have developed greatly as a person and obtained new 

skills that I didn’t know I had!  I am proud of myself for managing this seemingly challenging task – 

but I certainly did not do it on my own – and consequently, it was not quite as challenging as I thought 

it would be.  I think all of you ladies should be proud of yourselves too – for your commitment to the 

club and your section - and for your own achievements in your golfing year. I noted that at least 30 of 

you have won a prize this year in some shape or form. Hopefully, in the not too distant future we will 

have our full complement of ladies back in the club, those that are currently recovering from illness or 

surgery - and we look forward to your return. Now, a special thanks for Lindsay who has been an 

amazing Vice Captain.  Lindsay took on her role with great enthusiasm and has been extremely 

proactive. I have no hesitation in anticipating the great contribution Lindsay will make in her captain’s 

year. Lindsay… To help you along your way, there are no paracetamol tablets this year – but teabags, 

for the endless cups of tea you are bound to have to make, for all the lady members who are always 

keen to visit you at home! I will bring you chocolate and wine, as and when required! You’ll make a 

lovely Lady Captain and there is no doubt, that we’ll be enriched with your personal attention to the 

role. I shall therefore give Lindsay the Captain’s Brooch. Ladies, please welcome Lindsay Tilley as 

the new Lady Captain for Kings Hill Golf Club for 2017/2018. 

 

5. Incoming Captain’s Report 

 

Good afternoon everyone, my turn at last, I could hardly wait!!  First of all I would like to say a big 

thank you to all of you for the messages of support and the good luck wishes for my year ahead, I 

know I can count on you all to bear with me as I feel my way in to this new role.   I will try and make 

the year ahead fun for us all and hopefully we will all enjoy a year of happy and healthy golf. 

 

I would also like to say a big thank you for the support of our Management team, Duncan, Glen and 

Ben, (not forgetting Karen), I am sure they must be delighted to see that the planned extension to the 



 

 

clubhouse is finally under way and that they will soon be able to offer members a dedicated space of 

their own. Thanks also to our team of professionals for their help with our competitions and the time 

they have given to coaching our ladies, to Barry and his team for keeping our course in such 

wonderful condition and to Mel and Michael for the vastly improved catering services this past year, it 

has made a huge difference to know that when we hold a function that we can expect good quality 

food. 

   

Now to the committee, I would like to offer my thanks to those members of the committee who are 

standing down. It was slightly daunting when I started to ask the ladies if they would be happy to stay 

on my committee, when firstly Nancy said she would like a rest, and may I say a very deserved one, 

having been our Treasurer for over 12 years, then my pal Hilary said that she would like a break from 

being Secretary, and Dawn had already told me that she wanted to stand down, - I thought hello do 

they know something I don’t!  But in many ways this is a good thing because it will bring some fresh 

faces to the committee, plus I have a few old hands returning to add their experience to the team. So 

Nancy as you are retiring may I ask you to please now stand down and I will shortly ask our new 

committee members to come up and join us. 

 

An election was not required this year as we received the correct nominations for the positions 

available.  I would very much like to thank those members of the committee who have agreed to stay 

on, thank you to Jane our Handicap Secretary, Debbie and Denise who will remain as ordinary 

members, Gill who will take over from Hilary as Secretary and Hilary will stay on the committee as 

an ordinary member.  

 

Now we come to the new committee members, perhaps you ladies would like to join us now and I will 

introduce you.  I am delighted that our new Vice Captain will be Alice - come and take a seat -  Alice 

has been a member at Kings Hill for the past four and a half years, having played previously at 

Tyrrells Wood and Effingham Golf Clubs. Having spent time with Alice on the last couple of Turkish 

holidays I know she is great fun and I am sure she will make a brilliant Vice Captain.  Over the next 

few months we will get our heads together and make plans for the coming year, I look forward to us 

working closely together Alice.  Yvonne will join us as Treasurer, and Nancy, you can rest easy 

knowing that  our money is safe in her hands, Yvonne has been Treasurer at Gillingham for many 

years, but what  we’re all wondering is will the purse strings be held quite so tightly.   Jo will take on 

Competitions, a job she is fully experienced with having filled this role previously; in addition Jo also 

keeps the ladies section of the website up to date, so keep your eyes open for information of our 

monthly results and all upcoming events, there is also a great photo gallery, showing the major events 

of the past year.  Then we have our Social Secretary, Louise, who should have been joining us now as 

a new committee member but she was co-opted on to the last years’ committee in the middle of the 

year, there is nothing quite like being dragged off the 9th green half way through a round is there 

Louise.  Sarat will also come back on the committee as a new ordinary member. 

 

Just a few more words of thanks to those ladies working behind the scenes,  these ladies organise our 

participation in the following competitions – the Pearson (Debbie), Tappin (Kath), Apaljacs (Heather), 

Bradley Cook (Jane), Lohan, (Lisa) Mail on Sunday & Daily Mail Foursomes (Denise) Captain’s Cup 

&  Three Feathers (Alice), Mixed Friendlies (Gill), our TT (Lucinda) and eclectic (Dawn); and also 

Carol  for representing us at Kent meetings.  Then there are the ladies who run our swindle, who 

produce beautiful flower arrangements and delicious cakes when needed,  the list goes on, so on 

behalf of all of us a big thank you for the time and effort that you give on our behalf. 

 

 Now we have two presentations, Alice may I present you with your Vice Captain’s brooch I hope you 

enjoy your year of training, I would like to say under the tutelage of the master but it wouldn’t be true, 

but it is amazing the amount of knowledge you pick up in your Vice Captain’s year and it is all good 

experience for your year in 2018-19.   

 



 

 

And last but not least we come to Judy who will now take up her role as Past Captain.  Judy has 

worked tirelessly these last months, she started her year with a bang when she ran competitively for 

the first time and managed to run 10k at the Olympic Park raising funds for her two charities 

Dandelion Time and the Kent Association for the Blind.  As the year went on you could see her 

growing in confidence and she has progressed from a rather nervous public speaker to using her newly 

acquired skills giving presentations for the Kent Air Ambulance to local organisations. Well done 

Judy, another string to your bow, so what’s next on your agenda now that you will have a bit more 

time to spare, whatever it is we all wish you well.  On behalf of the lady’s section I would like to 

present Judy with her Captain’s brooch, Judy has declined her captain’s gift and has donated the 

equivalent amount to Sian Evans’ fundraising to attend the European Training School, however I 

would like to present Judy with this beautiful bunch of flowers on behalf of the ladies section with our 

grateful thanks for all your hard work over the past 12 months.   

 

I am now looking forward to a slightly fuller golfing year and intend to play as many weekend games 

with the working ladies as I can. Dawn has already asked me to partner her in the Winter Festival, and 

she asked me shortly after I had sliced a shot so badly I nearly took her nose off, I’m assuming she 

thinks it’s better to keep a close eye on me than to let me wander around killing off our lady members.  

There are quite a few games planned already for the next few months, but first up is the Captains 

Dinner on the 21st October, this is Judy’s farewell event so I hope to see many of you there next 

Saturday in all your finery.  This is closely followed by our Autumn Meeting on Tuesday 24th 

October, although it is on a Tuesday it would be lovely if some of the weekend ladies could join us if 

they can get away from work, it is always a great day. The Drive-in is on the 28th October and is 

already fully booked, so whether you are there watching or taking it easy at home, spare a thought for 

me when I stand knees knocking on that first tee praying not to put my drive in to the heather. Once 

that is out of the way, we have a whole raft of fun things planned starting with two midday Sunday 

games of 9 holes followed by a lovely roast lunch on the 5th November and the 10th December. On 

Friday 10th November Michael is going to prepare a wonderful Thai buffet evening, he will just have 

returned from his holiday loaded with lovely fresh spices, so I think we can all look forward to that 

one.  Moving on to December there is the Turkey Trot on the 9th December, a week earlier than 

planned, so our 9 holes and nibbles will now be on the 16th December.  This year we will also be 

holding a ladies Christmas dinner on Friday 15th and we have a bit of internal light entertainment 

arranged for that, which should raise a few laughs!  I have a few other social things in mind for the 

New Year but I think we will get Christmas out of the way before we start on those plans.  I am also 

going to put the suggestions box back up on the side in the changing room, we are always open to 

members suggestions whether for things on the course or for social events so please let us know what 

you would like for the year ahead. 

 

We will now be joined by Michael Blanning the new Men’s Captain, over the past few months we 

have established a good working relationship and we hope that by working together the mens and 

ladies sections will all enjoy their golf and that when we do play games together it is a pleasure for us 

all.  We are both looking forward to our year ahead and hope that you will give as much support as 

you can to our charity events throughout the year.  The joint charity for all the sections this year is a 

local Maidstone based charity called Young Lives, we will be joined shortly by their Communications 

Coordinator Karen Knight who will be able to tell you all about the wonderful things that they do.  

We know how generous you all are and trust that you will continue to give your support once again 

this year. Following the tradition of the past few years the Charity Smartie Marathon starts today, so 

please pick up your tubes of smarties and I would be delighted to get the tubes back from you in due 

course filled with 20ps, it is amazing how they add up. 

 

Does anyone have any questions that they would like to raise – NO well in that case may I say how 

much I am looking forward to representing our ladies section as your Captain, I feel very honoured to 

follow in the footsteps of so many of the ladies here today who have already served their turn.  Do 

please feel free to contact me at any time if there is anything that you wish to know or want me to do 



 

 

on your behalf and I will try my very best to help you.  Thank you all for coming along today, Karen 

will now give us a short speech about her charity after that we can all enjoy a nice cup of tea or maybe 

it might have to be something stronger!  I now declare the Kings Hill Ladies Section October 2017 

AGM closed 

 

 

 

  

 

Any Other Business: 

 

None 

 

The meeting closed at 3.50 pm 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 


