
KINGS HILL SENIORS SECTION 

Winter Competitions – Briefing Notes 

 

Winter Rules 

This winter the club have introduced winter rules which are currently in effect only until the 

end of February, 2019.  However, for senior only competitions, winter rules will apply 

at any time of the year whenever there is a trolley ban. 

 

Qualifying Events 

As already advised, no handicap qualifying events will in future be held in January or 

February. This is because it is in these months that the conditions are expected to be 

particularly harsh.  History has shown the need for the green staff to regularly move tees 

forward in order to protect the teeing ground – indeed we’ve often been seen teeing off the 

red tees. This can, and often does, render the course unacceptable under CONGU rules to 

play a Qualifier. However, the Stablefords in these months will still go ahead and will 

continue to count towards our Grand Prix – see also below.   

 

Cancellations 

In the past, if a Qualifier was cancelled, we made every effort to re-schedule it.  This has 

often given us problems – particularly so when the rescheduled Qualifier is again cancelled.  

As a result, as a general rule, we will no longer attempt to reschedule any cancelled 

Qualifier or Grand Prix event (The Seniors Championship being an obvious exception).  

Instead, to compensate, we will hold a third such event in those months which have 5 

Thursdays – which normally occurs 3 or 4 times a year. These additional Qualifiers later in 

the year will also help make up for the lost Qualifiers in January and February.  

Grand Prix Events 

To ensure that particular groups of people are not disadvantaged, Grand Prix Points will not 

be awarded for any competition where 

(1) A  trolley ban is in place 

(2) The start is delayed past 10.00 

(3) Play has to be abandoned* 

*All players must be able to complete their round for points to be awarded. The 

committee’s decision on this will be final.  Whenever (1) or (2) above arises, the event will 

revert to a “£1 in the pot” competition with prize money awarded to 1st/2nd/3rd on a basis of 

50/30/20% of the total pot. For abandoned competitions, see relevant section below.  

Please also note that if a competition is being held which counts towards the 

Grand Prix, then if the course is open and a player does not go out at their 

appointed tee time, they will be deemed to have withdrawn from the 

competition – they cannot then go out at a later time.  This will apply to all 

Qualifiers and the Winter Stablefords which count towards the Grand Prix. In 

exceptional circumstances, such as recognised traffic delays, the committee may 

waive this rule.  



Adverse Weather Conditions 

(1) Qualifier 

If the course is open then a Qualifier will always go ahead. Under the rules of 

CONGU, it should only be cancelled in extreme conditions such as the course being 

closed or when there has been an extended delay to the course opening.   

Note that a qualifier may not count towards the Grand Prix – see rules above – and 

if so will revert to a rollup as far as prize money is concerned (ie it will still count for 

handicap purposes for those players who chose to enter) .  Players not wishing to 

enter the qualifier can still enter the rollup. If the course is open with no delay, 

there is NO trolley ban (and the course remains playable*), then NO 

alternative competition will be arranged by the committee –and  full 

Grand Prix points WILL still apply. *The committee’s decision on this is 

final. 

 

(2) Winter Stableford Grand Prix Only Events  

At the committee’s discretion, these events in January/February can be cancelled 

but such a decision must be made before the first tee off time. In reality, if 

conditions are so bad as to consider cancellation, then it is highly likely that a trolley 

ban will be in operation   - so the event will not count towards Grand Prix points and 

will revert to a rollup anyway. If it is cancelled, it will revert to a rollup for those that 

wish to play. Once again, if the course is open with no delay, the event has 

not been cancelled prior to first tee off and there is NO trolley ban (and 

the course remains playable*), then NO alternative competition will be 

arranged by the committee –and full Grand Prix points WILL still apply. 

 

(3) Fun Competitions 

Unlike for Grand Prix events, players in fun competitions will not be disqualified if 

they do not start at their appointed time. The committee, and only the committee, 

may decide to change the format for the day – eg from a team competition to an 

individual stableford. However, every effort must be made to make such a decision 

before the first players tee off. If there is any doubt, players may wait before teeing 

off until such a decision is made by a member of the committee.  

 

(4) Delayed Starts (Eg Course Closed due to Fog, Frost or Snow)  

The committee will make every attempt to get everyone out – wherever possible by 

arranging a 2 tee start with the pro shop – and will advise what format will be 

played. However, if it was to be a Grand Prix event and it becomes obvious that a 

start will not be possible by 10am, then no Grand Prix points will be awarded. 

Qualifiers will still go ahead unless otherwise advised by the committee.  

 

 

 

 



(5) Low Turnouts 

If a competition is held but has significantly reduced numbers (I believe we said less 

than ½ normal turnout) – eg due to inclement weather – then prize money will still 

be awarded but on a pro-rata basis (Number/Average Turnout).  

 

(6) Abandoned Competitions 

In adverse weather conditions it is possible that the course can become unplayable 

during a competition (e.g. due to snow or waterlogged conditions). If it is not 

possible for all players to complete their round* then the competition will be 

declared void. This is in line with the club ruling on abandoned competitions. *The 

committee’s decision on this will be final. 

6.1 If a Qualifying Event, the result will stand for handicap purposes irrespective of 

how many finish. 

6.2 Grand Prix Event. No points will be assigned.  

6.3 Refund of Entry Fee.  In the event of a competition being abandoned we will 

donate the proceeds to our charity. If anyone would like to have their monies 

refunded they can send an e-mail to the treasurer to clarify and have monies 

refunded. 

Supplementary Cards. Whilst we will not be playing any qualifiers in Jan/Feb, it may still be 

possible for you to submit such cards for handicap purposes. We are currently in 

discussions with the club as to how this will be managed when forward tees are used. 

However, as an alternative, you may wish to enter the monthly mid-week qualifiers as our 

understanding is that the men’s section will continue to run these all winter.   


