
Kings Hill GOLF CLUB Ladies Section Committee Meeting 

 

Ladies Section 

  

   

MINUTES OF THE AGM HELD ON SATURDAY 18
TH

 OCTOBER 

 

 

Present: 

Captain Chris Hearn, Vice Captain Hilary Stephens, Past Captain Louise Fenn, Secretary Lindsay 

Tilley, Handicap Secretary Kath Coombes, Competitions Secretary Meg Aldwinckle, Treasurer 

Nancy Caldwell, Ordinary Member Lynette Kent 

 

27 members of the ladies section attended also attending were Glen Halsey & Karen Kelso 

representing Kings Hill Golf Club Management & Head Pro Ben Blackburn 

 

Apologies for Absence:          

Kathleen Lee, Val Lugard, Kay Elks, Sarat Chick. Denise Harker, Judith Leedey-Woods, Judith 

Sansom. Joan Warren, Pat Sullivan, Elaine Lewis, Roma Elsom, Alice Gazet.  A quorum of more 

than 20% of members was present 

  

Approval of October 2013 Minutes:  

The minutes of the last AGM held on 28
th

 October 2013 were unanimously agreed then proposed 

as a correct record by Liz Caldwell and seconded by Nicci Parsons 

 
Outstanding Action from Previous Meeting: There were no matters arising from the previous 

meeting 

 

  

Committee Reports: 
  

1. Treasurers Report  
Copies of the accounts have been distributed. 

 

The accounts for the year ended 30 September 2014 show a surplus of £172 compared to a 

surplus of £4 for the previous 9 month period.  The Ladies section continues to show a healthy 

financial position with reserves standing at £1,558 made up of £1,937 cash at the bank less £379 

for outstanding invoices.  

 

I would just like to thank Terry Coombes who kindly volunteered to review the accounts again 

this year, and If anyone has any questions  I will be happy to answer them. 

If not, can I please have a proposer and seconder for the approval of the accounts. 

Proposer: Hilary                Seconder: Yvonne 

Accounts approved unanimously. 

 

Finally, I would just like to congratulate Chris on a very successful year as Captain and to thank 

her for all her hard work, and  to offer my best wishes and support to Hilary for her coming year 

as Captain. 

 

 
 



2. Competitions Report 
  

Another hectic year has passed organizing Competitions for the ladies.  I may at times have 

seemed more than a little distracted (it was lucky we moved house in the winter), but I managed 

to more or less keep up with events!   

 

I want to remind you all that sign-up sheets go on the board six weeks ahead of a competition, 

and are on the board for four weeks.  Then the draw is sent out 2 weeks ahead.  This should 

surely give everyone time to put their names down, even when holidays take you away.  I have 

sometimes been too keen to get you all playing, and fitted people in where possible, so please 

take this as a reminder – I may not always be so lenient!  Some of the major competitions have 

not been as well supported as they might be – perhaps we can improve our entry for those, too.  

The dates are in your diaries, so please make yourselves available, if at all possible. 

 

Over 600 competitive rounds have been played, despite a bad spring, when several competitions 

had to be postponed.  However, as the weather improved, so did our fields, with six competitions 

having 20 or more ladies playing on the Tuesdays.  It has been good to see the new lady members 

performing well, and we have welcomed the addition of some very young stars of the future to 

our competitions. 

  

Winners of Major Competitions:  Please come and collect your trophies now, and there will 

be a photo call for you all later on 

    

EWGA Medal 2013   Louise Fenn 

Spring Meeting   Jane Marr 

& Scratch Plate   Jane Marr 

Crystal Challenge   Jennifer Stark Duce  

 Margaret Hilliar Trophy  Nicci Parsons 

Eileen’s Putter    Val Lugard 

Club Championship   Nicci Parsons 

 Handicap Bowl   Jennifer Stark Duce 

 Salver     Sue Norman 

 Summer Meeting   Nancy Caldwell 

 Scratch Plate     Nicci Parsons 

Summer Eclectic   Dawn Edwards  

 Summer Singles KO   Nicci Parsons 

 Summer Pairs KO   Chris Hearn & Lynette Kent   

 Mixed Pairs KO   Nicci Parsons & Bruce Wilton 

 Breakthrough Brooch   Judith Leadley-Woods 

Lady Captain’s Cup   Kath Coombes  

Birdie Tree    Nicci Parsons  

Jubilee Trophy      Jointly   Nancy Caldwell & Chris Hearn  

Winners’ Cup    Debbie Crumpton   

  (new trophy purchased in 2013 by Louise and Chris) 

Order of Merit    Nancy Caldwell  

 

In addition to the above competitions:- 

The Winter Festival 2013 was won by  Nicci Parsons & Lynette Kent, & the  

Winter Eclectic by Louise Fenn. 

In The Richard Moore Trophy our highest scoring lady was Chris Hearn. 

The Cecil Leitch 5 Club competition was won by Jennifer Stark Duce. 

The Ping 4BBB was won by Kath Coombes & Jean Breslin.  They also won the Coronation 

Foursomes, and went on to represent the Club in the Area Final held at Kings Hill. 



The Davis Trophy was won by Julia and Malcolm Honey.  

Lynette Kent had the best score of the ladies who played in the Anderson Autumn Bowl, 

and came 5
th

 overall.  

The Tuesday winners of the August Medal and Stableford, and the September Medal and 

Stableford, will be presented with their prizes at Autumn Meeting. 

Many congratulations to all these winners, and also to all those who turn out, in rain and 

shine, to take part in and support the competitions.   

 

During the year the TT (Tuesday Tournament) has continued to be well supported, and 

there have been many other fun competitions on Tuesdays, including the Grannies’ Goblet, 

which was won by Gill Olke. The Tuesday ladies also had a very enjoyable St George’s Day 

Waltz game with the Seniors, which was won by the team of Ken Copleston, Chris Hearn 

and Keith Fisher.  We have another team game with the Seniors still to enjoy in November, 

and these events are always well-supported.  

 

I am looking for someone to offer to help me run the Competitions this year, with a view to 

taking on the task next year.  So if anyone would like to give it a go, please let Gill or me know!   

 

Finally, I would like to thank Duncan, Glen and Ben for all their support behind the scenes.  Also 

Karen and Mel for their help.  Mark, Chris and Sian in the shop all do their best to help ensure the 

smooth running of our competitions, and I am very grateful to all of them.  I have enjoyed 

working with Chris, who has been so laid back that none of my mistakes has upset her!  

Congratulations on a successful year, and a big thank you, Chris.  I would also like to thank Kath, 

Lucinda, Jo, Sue Jeffs and Denise amongst others, for all their help during the past year, and I 

offer my very best wishes to Hilary for her coming year as Captain.  

 

3. Handicaps Secretary Report 
 

It has been quite a tough year for anyone trying to reduce their handicap, I think a lot of this was 

down to the weather.    With the warm and wet winter the grass just kept growing and this made 

the course play long. The Green staff have done a magnificent job all year long, the course has 

looked magnificent but the ball only had to roll off the fairway to make the next shot more 

difficult once you had found the ball. 

 

At the present time we have 53 ladies with a competition handicap. 

 

The Annual Review took place and our Handicap committee of myself, Meg and Chris made one 

adjustment, Debbie had her handicap reduced by one shot to 26 

 

I would like to mention 3 ladies who have played well, Hilary our incoming captain came in with 

a magnificent nett 63 in the August medal, reducing her handicap from 23 to 19.   We sent 

Hilary’s score off to England Golf to be considered for the Division 3 Rose Spoon for August, 

Hilary came 3
rd

, the winner had an amazing score of a net 53! Charlotte Heard one of our juniors 

put in supplementary cards in the summer and reduced her handicap from 28 to 20.  Holly put in 

supplementary cards to gain her competition handicap and reduced her handicap from 21 to 18.  I 

would also like to mention Nicci, Lynette and Chris who have reduced their handicaps by 2 shots.  

Four ladies have reduced their handicaps by 1 shot, 14 ladies have increased their handicaps by 1 

shot and 2 ladies have increased their handicap by 2 shots 

 

We have  had  4 new ladies joins us:- Jane Marr who has a handicap of 11, Fiona Lee who was 

given a handicap of 27, Jennifer Stark Duce came with a handicap of 22 and reduced it to 19 but 

unfortunately she has not rejoined this year,  Judith Leadley Woods who plays off 26.   I welcome 

back Dawn Edwards who is now playing off 15. 



 

We have a new junior member Maria Babadi, Maria was given a handicap of 34 and it was great 

to see that when she played in the September Stableford she reduced her handicap by 1 shot.  She 

also won today’s Stableford competition with a score of 38 points and heard that she had passed 

her 11+, so well done Maria, a great day for you. 

 

We have tried one  9 hole competition and there are a few problems to be sorted out with the 

Club 2000 system, hopefully these issues will be sorted out soon and this will help some of our 

older ladies to play a competition in the winter months so helping to maintain their handicaps.  I 

would like to thank Meg and Lucinda who are always around to help, and answer questions 

 

Finally I would like to thank Chris for all her hard work this year, being Captain has not ruined 

her golf, she is one of the few to reduce her handicap.  I wish Hilary a very good year and hope 

she manages to maintain her good golf scores 

  

4. Captains Report 

It’s been another very busy golfing year, but we have been very lucky with good weather for 

most of the summer.  We did however need to cancel a couple of events, the Turkey Trot was 

cancelled again due to torrential rain; in fact I can’t remember the last time this was played!  The 

Captains Mixed Pairs in August suffered the same fate and our course swap to Broke Hill was 

also called off because off a waterlogged course.  Luckily we did manage to have a lovely day at 

Boughton Golf Club in early September to make up for it. 

 

Kings Hill Golf Club has once again been pro-active in Kent and hosted Ladies, Men’s and 

Mixed events this year.  I know how much our continued support is appreciated in Kent, 

particularly by the Kent Ladies committee.  I can’t thank you all enough for your help and 

support in making these events the success they were during 2014.   

 

We put up a good show in this year’s team events.  We fought hard in the Bradley Cook and the 

Daily Mail.  In the Pearson Trophy once again sadly we didn’t make it past the 1
st
 round.  We did 

however get through to the quarter finals In the Tappin Trophy and our Captains Cup teams were 

victories winning the final at Kings Hill.  Congratulations to all teams this year, and guess what, 

we get to do it all again in 2015, in fact we start the Pearson again in a few weeks!  

 

We were delighted to welcome 3 new 7 day lady members this year, Judy Leadley-Woods and 

Jane Marr and a not so new returning member Dawn Edwards; we are delighted that you have 

chosen to play your golf at Kings Hill.  

 

I would like to thank Ken Stevens and Ken Copeland, I think we have worked well together in 

making our shared events great fun and relatively stress free, while raising a good amount for 

H4H our joint chosen charity.  I think I speak for all 3 of us when I say what a wonderful time we 

had at our Captains Charity day; the sun shone, we had bacon rolls before the kick-off then out 

for a shotgun start; never have I felt so welcomed as when I trundled around on my buggy, 

stuffed full of drinks, mostly alcoholic and loads of goodies to dispense to the masses, and with a 

packed field I do mean masses!  Everyone was in such a fantastic mood, obviously helped by the 

sun and booze, it really stands out along with my Captains day as 2 lovely heart-warming fun 

packed days, thank you everyone for making them so special.  I’d like to thank you all for 

contributing to our H4H Charity this year.  The final amount raised is still to be confirmed as we 

are awaiting the cash raised through the sales of the Captains’ Wine, and we still have the 

Captains Dinner on the 25
th

 October, however it looks we have raised in excess of £8,000. 

 

There are many people I wish to thank who behind the scenes have helped to improve the club 

and keep the ladies section running smoothly:-  



Glen, Duncan and Karen in the office; Ben, Mark, Chris and Sian in the Pro Shop; I would like to 

say a special thank you to Ben for his help in raising funds for H4H by hosting the ‘beat the pro’ 

on our Charity day.  The bar and catering staff, the starters who help to keep things moving at the 

weekends, not forgetting Barry and the greens staff, who never fail to produce a course we are all 

proud to play on and show off to visitors. Glen can I please ask you to pass on the ladies thanks to 

those who are not here today?  Thanks also go to Terry Coombes for preparing the accounts and 

Steve Harris for updating our web site.   

I would also like to thank the 2014 team Captains for giving up their free time organise, choose 

teams, plan matches etc.   

Liz the Captains’ Cup and the Three Feathers, Jo for the Bradley Cook, Nancy the Pearson 

Trophy, Denise for the Mail on Sunday,   Sarat and Heather for organising the Apaljacs matches 

and not forgetting Carol who is our Kent Delegate.   

 

But my biggest thank you must go to the Kings Hill ladies committee, who not only volunteer 

their time working hard to ensure the Ladies Section runs smoothly and efficiently, but have 

supported me fully during my captaincy; giving me good advice and trying their hardest to make 

sure I don’t make too many mistakes, I think I can only give you a B- for that though ladies! 

  

So, thank you to Louise who was never more than a phone call away, Sarat & Lynette for your 

hard work & sound advice, Secretary Lindsay for making sure the minutes are written and 

distributed quickly, Treasurer Nancy who makes sure we keep in the black, Kath for doing the 

handicaps not an easy job and looking after the mixed friendly’s and finally Meg our competition 

secretary, who does a sometimes difficult job, with good humour and remarkable patients.  And 

finally!! My very special thanks go to Hilary, not only for your help and support this year in 

organising the friendly matches with such efficiency, but for agreeing to be my Vice Captain, 

I’ve enjoyed my year because I had you beside me, sharing the job when I wasn’t able to at the 

end of last year, (I know I made a meal of that)! Everyone in this room, is in no doubt that you 

will be a wonderful lady Captain, I just hope you take time to enjoy the role as much as I have 

and others have before you.  Trust me when I say, it goes really quickly!  

 

It gives me great pleasure to hand over the Captaincy to you Hilary and to present you with the 

Captain’s Survival Kit. The most important items being; books of raffle tickets, you will need lots 

of those, a notebook & pencil to make your ‘to do’ lists, If things do get too much, a bottle of 

something cold, a box of something chocolaty and a scented candle, we mustn’t forget the 

customary headache tablets, and finally don’t forget the smile to be worn at all times!  I want to 

assure you of my full support over the coming year, please accept this cheque for your chosen 

charity in lieu of flowers.  May I present you with the Captains Brooch? 

Ladies please give a warm welcome to the Kings Hill Lady Captain for 2015 Hilary Stephen 

 

 

5. Incoming Captains Report 

Hello everybody – it’s lovely to see so many people here today.  Malcolm has assured me that the 

best speeches are the short ones, so I’ll try to take his advice.   Before going on, can I thank 

everyone for the lovely cards and emails. 

 

The first thing we have to do is the official business of the new committee.  We did not require an 

election, since the correct number of nominations was received.   I am tremendously grateful that 

many of last year’s committee have agreed to carry on for another year.   These ladies give hours 

of their own time to ensure the smooth running of our ladies’ section.  Being new to the workings 

of a golf club, I have had to learn fast and particularly want to thank Chris, Meg, Kath, Denise, 

Sarat and Sue Jeffs for their help and patience when I had to ask so many questions.  Not one 

person has made me feel stupid because I didn’t know something – thank you all very much.       

 



 

Can I now ask Louise, as previous past Captain and Sarat as Ordinary Member (Sarat has actually 

sent her apologies) to vacate their seats and the new members, Gill and Dawn to join us.  I 

believe we have a good balance of both weekday and weekend members.  If any member has 

feedback, questions or new ideas they wish to share, please do let me, or any member of the 

committee know.  Please refer to your printed hand-out listing our 2015 Ladies Committee, and 

also our Team Captains and Representatives.  Thank you very much, ladies, for taking on these 

roles.  We still have a vacancy for a Mixed Friendly match co-ordinator.  It’s not an onerous job, 

and next summer’s dates are already in the diary.  So if you feel you could give this a try, I would 

be pleased to talk to you about it. 

 

I am so pleased to officially welcome Gill Olke as my Vice-Captain.  We have met already to 

discuss the running of the first few events and she has proved to have a fund of excellent ideas up 

her capable sleeves.  It must be something to do with having to think up ways to entertain the 

grandchildren.   Gill, I’m really looking forward to working with you this coming year, and I am 

pleased to present you with the Vice Captain’s badge.  It won’t have escaped your attention that 

the same faces appear regularly on the committee, or as team captains.   If you feel you could 

take on a role for a year or so, or help run some competitions, we would love to hear from you.  

As I have found this year, there are many people who have been there before and are willing and 

able to advise.   If you can spare a little time, we can find you something to do.  Many hands 

make light work! 

 

And now Chris – I’m sorry your year didn’t start the way you planned and we were very worried 

about you for a while.  However, being very nearly carted off to hospital with pleurisy didn’t 

deter you from coming back in fighting form in the New Year to complete a successful year.  

You have taught me a lot and left me with a rich supply of very useful templates and 

spreadsheets, which I will bequeath to Gill in due course – I’m sure she can’t wait!  Ladies, if 

anyone wants to know how to create an all singing all dancing Excel spreadsheet – Chris is the 

person to talk to.  Chris – I know everyone will join me in saying we’re so sorry the year has 

ended sadly for you and I hope you will now have time to rest, put your dad’s affairs in order, and 

take a well-deserved holiday. 

 

On behalf of the Ladies’ Section, thank you for all you have done this year; please accept this gift 

- and can I now present you with your Captain’s Brooch.  Chris and I haven’t given flowers to 

each other this year, but instead opted for a small cheque to each other’s charities. 

 

A long time ago, when my children were still at school, the family gave me 6 golf lessons, a bag, 

and a second hand set of golf clubs.  I told them that this was, without doubt, the most ridiculous 

birthday present I had ever received.  It even topped the year I got a garden spade for Christmas.  

Being of the thrifty type, I didn’t want to waste the gift, so I booked my first lesson with the lady 

golf pro at Nizels.  On my first lesson, I was not allowed to hit a ball.  On the second, I managed 

a couple of decent swipes with the 7 iron, and so I joined the legions that get hooked on this game 

of golf.  Never in my wildest dreams did I expect to be captaining a ladies’ section one day, but 

here we are, and I will do my best to ensure we all have an enjoyable and successful season.  

Being married to a chap who is still working full time, we value weekend time together with our 

family, which is why I generally play mid-week; however I plan to join the weekend ladies for 

some of your competitions and so get to know you all better.   

 

Some of you may already know Alex Parietti, our new Men’s Club Captain, and Graham 

Bentham our new Seniors’ Captain.  Alex, Graham and I have been working on the club diary 

throughout the summer.  We have tried very hard to avoid diary clashes and to ensure that all 

sections get ample time to run their various competitions.  Our new diary of events is now live on 

the club website, so do please take a look and put the main events in your forward calendars.  We 



are still making adjustments, so I will display an up to date rolling 3-month snapshot on our 

noticeboard.  Club competitions will be displayed on the corridor noticeboards, as usual.  You 

also have today a Summary print-out of forthcoming events for ladies, which you may find 

useful. 

 

We are planning a programme of social events which we are very enthusiastic about and hope 

you will enjoy, kicking off with a Quiz Night with sausage supper on Saturday 15
th

 November for 

£7.50 per person – full details now being advertised around the clubhouse.    The Ladies & 

Seniors are playing together on Tuesday 18
th

 November for a joint Winter Festival day, followed 

by a baked potato lunch.  We haven’t tried this format before, but hope it will be both fun and 

successful.  Ladies’ prizes will be deferred until the Saturday ladies have played their rounds on 

22
nd

 November.   If you want to give us feedback on the calendar of events, as the year 

progresses, please feel free, since we want to ensure our efforts are aimed in the right direction. 

 

Weekday ladies will now be permitted 3 weekend dates without having to pay a green fee – 

Captains Charity Day on 30
th

 May, Lady Captains Cup on 15
th

 August and, this year, the 

Captains’ Drive-In on Saturday 1
st
 November.  I’ve just heard that the Drive-In is fully booked, 

following the recent email notice.  If anyone still wants to play, please give your name to Ben, 

who will endeavour to fit you all in.  This very enjoyable event is one of the big fundraisers of the 

year and all donated prizes will be hugely appreciated for the raffle.  On top of the usual 

programme of friendlies, County matches, TTs and Tuesday fun competitions we have a course 

swap with Lamberhurst to look forward to in September and I am planning an Awayday on 

another date next summer.  As you know from Sarat’s recent email questionnaire, she and 

Heather are working on injecting new life into the Apaljacs, which will hopefully give more 

playing enjoyment for weekend ladies.  Thank you both for your efforts in that and keep us 

posted. 

 

Some of you may know that Stephen Harris, who used to look after the ladies website, has now 

moved from Kings Hill.  This is clearly the ideal opportunity to incorporate us into the main club 

website and I will be making this a priority issue for discussion with Glen.   I will update you 

once I know more. 

 

Almost there now!   I would like to tell you about the Captains’ charities this year.  Graham has 

chosen Oasis International – an organisation he is passionate about and gives much of his time to.  

I know Graham will be happy to give anyone fuller details, if they wish to ask him.  Alex’s 

chosen charity is Kent Air Ambulance and he has lined up some specific fund-raising activities 

for that.  However, I am delighted that he also wishes to support my chosen charity, which is on 

our doorstep - Spadework at Offham.  The work they do to support adults with learning 

difficulties is something I am very happy to support.  My 23 year old nephew attends a similar 

centre where he lives in Dorset and I have seen first-hand the tremendous help this can give to 

both the individual concerned, and, equally importantly, to their family.   I am pleased to 

introduce Gill Speed who will tell you a bit more about their valuable work. Thank you Gill.   

 

(Meeting progressed very quickly and we had finished at 3.15, before Gill arrived at 3.20.  I had 

to call everyone back to their seats for 5 mins while she made her speech – didn’t seem to worry 

anyone though). 

 

 

To kick-off my fund-raising activities for Spadework, I will be holding a Smartie Marathon.   I 

know it’s been done before, but I’m never one to pass up an excellent idea.   Please take a full 

tube of Smarties today, and I would be delighted to get the tubes back in due course, this time full 

of 20ps.  You can take all year if you like, and it’s surprising how the 20ps add up. Does anyone 



have any questions about anything raised at the AGM today, or any other business? (nothing was 

raised) 

 

Is there anything from Club Management? (nothing was raised) 

 

Thank you very much for coming today and especially to Gill Olke who organised today for me 

while I was on holiday.  Thank you also to Gill for donating the cakes we will soon be enjoying, 

which she bought from Spadework.  The flower baskets you can see today have been made by 

some of the Spadework trainees.  They will be returned to the centre after our Autumn meeting 

on Tuesday, or if anyone would like to buy one to take home, please let me know on Tuesday. 

 

 

I now declare the Kings Hill Ladies’ Section 2014 AGM closed. 

 

 

********* 

 

 

 

The 2015 Committee: 

 

Captain    Hilary Stephen 

Past Captain    Chris Hearn 

Vice-Captain    Gill Olke 

Treasurer    Nancy Caldwell 

Secretary    Lindsay Tilley 

Handicap Secretary   Kath Coombes 

Competition Secretary  Meg Aldwinckle 

Ordinary Member   Lynette Kent 

Ordinary Member   Dawn Edwards 

 

 

The 2015 Team Captains and Representatives: 

 

Gill Olke    Ladies midweek friendlies 

Chris Hearn    Pearson & Tappin Trophies 

Dawn Edwards   Bradley Cook 

Liz Caldwell    Three Feathers & Captains Cup 

Sarat Chick & Heather Dunne Apaljacs 

Denise Harker    Mail on Sunday 

Carol Edwards    Kent County Ladies Golf Assoc. Rep 

Vacancy    Mixed friendlies co-ordinator 

 


